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          FRIENDS OF MOUNT PAINTER NEWS 

 

                      FEBRUARY 2018 
 

For more information about anything in this newsletter: contact Sarah Hnatiuk  
on 6251 2228 or 0424 263 565 or at friends.of.mount.painter@gmail.com  

 
 

 

FEBRUARY WORK PARTY 
 

Date:          Sunday, 18 February 

When:        8am – 10.30am. 

Location:   Mount Painter summit path 

Meet:         At the summit gate above the water tanks. To reach the location, enter reserve  
                    between 20 and 22 Booth Crescent, Cook, go uphill along the gravel road to your right, 
                    and continue up past the tanks. 

Tasks:        Weeding along the summit path. We will be pulling out Amaranth and bagging the seed  
                   heads as our first priority. If there is time, we will then move on to the weedy stretch  
                   between the summit and the end of the path 

Wear:        Sturdy footwear, long-sleeved shirt and trousers 

Bring:        Some drinking water, a mug and some food to share for morning tea  

All tools provided. No experience needed. 

 

We meet on the third Sunday of each month. March and April’s work parties are on Sunday, 18 March and 
Sunday, 15 April. 
 

MOUNT PAINTER’S ECHIDNA 

   Back in October, we saw an echidna on a couple of occasions, our  
   first records of one on the hill for many years. The first time was on     
   the east side of the hill, near the bottom of the slope, and the  
   second sighting was near the water tanks a few days later. Was it the  
   same animal?  

   The home range of an echidna ranges from 40 hectares on  
   Kangaroo Island to very much larger in more arid areas. Forty  
   hectares is about half the area of Mount Painter Nature Reserve so  
   the ‘two echidnas’ could have been one and the same. 

   Photo by Von Harrington 

mailto:friends.of.mount.painter@gmail.com
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AT THE END OF LAST YEAR ... 

We were busy with ... 

A walk on the hill with Macquarie Primary School P & C 

On 5 November some 25 people trooped up to the summit. On the way up, they were challenged with a quiz 
that asked them to identify some of the plants, animals and views they encountered. We enjoyed the view 
from the top of the hill and climbing on the boulders. Once down again at the bottom, some of the party 
constructed cubbies from stakes and tarpaulins. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A butterfly walk 

And on 26 November, a party of 20 of us walked to the summit with Suzi Bond, author of Field Guide to the 
Butterflies of the Australian Capital Territory. We learnt to spot the butterflies in the long grass and how to 
recognise at least the more common ones, Common Grass-blues and Common Browns. We were intrigued 
by the small, black ants tending the Amethyst Hairstreak larvae on some of the Silver Wattles near the tanks. 
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Showing us where to look and what to look for 

 
The people photos are Marian Heard’s and the  

         butterflies by Cath Busby. 

             Suzi, Sarah and Debbie 

             Tailed Emperor on the summit’s trig point 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amethyst Hairstreak larvae and ants and, right, an adult 

In total, we saw ten species and it was the best day so far for Suzi in her search for spring 2017’s butterflies. 
The butterflies were finally flying after a late start to the season. Several of the species were ‘hilltopping’, 
which is a strategy for locating mates in which males and females seek out high points in the landscape.  

For those of you who missed the walk, Suzi is leading another one on The Pinnacle on Sunday, 11 February, 
9am to 11am. Meet at the Dungowan Street, Hawker entrance. For more details, contact John Brannan at 
convenor@fotpin.org.au. 

Celebration at sunset 
In December, some of the active workers among Friends of Mount Painter gathered on the Western Ridge 
near the tanks to celebrate another year of hard work and achievements. 

mailto:convenor@fotpin.org.au
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THIS YEAR we have ... 

Watered the daisies and eucalypts planted last winter. They are doing very well: only six of the 121 
seedlings planted have died. Each plant got a drink of three litres from milk bottles filled at the water cube 
near the gate to the summit. 

Weeded along the summit path. We especially wanted to remove the Saffron Thistles lining and 
overhanging the path to give walkers a less scratchy journey to the summit.  

Sprayed St John’s Wort in the Wildflower Triangle and on the northern slope of the hill up from the houses. 

FLOWERING ON MOUNT PAINTER NATURE RESERVE AT THE END OF DECEMBER 

Australian Blackthorn (Bursarai spinosa) bushes were flowering 
profusely with many insect visitors.Bindweed (Convolvulus 
erubescens) added a touch of pink, and  the Yellow Burr-daisy 
(Calotis lappulacea) some yellow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MOUNT PAINTER KANGAROO COUNT 

     The Conservation and Research unit of the ACT  

     Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development     

     Directorate is planning to count kangaroos on Mount  

     Painter and the surrounding paddocks on Thursday,  

     15 March. Conservation and Research are calling for  

     volunteers interested in joining the line of counters who  

     walk across the area noting the numbers of kangaroos  

     that pass them as they go. There will be one count in the  

     morning and a second one in the afternoon. If you are  

     interested in helping, please contact Katherine Jenkins on  

     6207 8282 or at Katherine.Jenkins@act.gov.au. 

A VIRTUAL WALK ON MOUNT PAINTER 
Take a walk on Mount Painter, complete with views at https://www.weekendnotes.com/mount-painter-
walking-trails/. 

 
Compiled by Sarah Hnatiuk 
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