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CENSUS  

OCTOBER is almost upon us and many of you have already started 

monitoring our amphibian friends. 

If you have not done yet, please have a look at our "old webpage" 

to find out the site(s) that you would like to monitor. The new data 

portal should go life any day now. It going to give you the option to 

book sites in advance. You will also be able to sort for 

booked/unbooked sites, which will help you identify any sites that 

need some attention. Please go ahead with data entry and site 

booking as soon as the new portal is up and running!! 

As in previous year we do have our main focus on Census week. 

However, we do encourage everyone to monitor as much as they 

like all throughout October (and year round). 

I will try my best to write up a quick list of the 150 + sites, which 

have been chosen to be the focal sites.  Our aim is to ensure that 

all these sites get monitored each year without fail!! 

Let the Census begin!!! 
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I think I always was (a frog nerd)! 

When I was at school back in 

England I did a project on frogs and 

toads, as part of my Biology course 

in the last year before I went to 

University. I just got side tracked 

into IT for 35 years! For me it is 

great to be here - having more 

species on this property than there 

were in the whole of the UK. - and I 

was quite lucky where I went to 

school because it was very close to 

two of the sites for the Natterjack 

toad. 

Chris Taylor 
Frogwatch Volunteer, Scottsdale 

Reserve 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exciting news 

The first peer reviewed 

publication based on FW 

data has just been 

accepted. You should all 

be able to read it in a few 

weeks time, once it is 

published online. This has 

been a huge effort by 

Martin J. Westgate, Ben C. 

Scheele, Karen Ikin, R. 

Matthew Beatty, Murray 

Evans, Will Osborne, 

David Hunter, Laura 

Rayner, and Don A. 

Driscoll. What a 

milestone!!! Yeahhhh 

CENSUS TRAINING EVENTS 

Next Introduction Seminar (13.10.) and Field 

trip (16.10) will be held at the Riverview site in 

West Belconnen, @ the Strathnairn Gallery 

To book yourself in follow the links 
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/frogwatch-

introduction-seminar-in-the-riverview-area-west-

belconnen-tickets-

18831255793#sthash.fvKSUazl.dpuf 

 

http://www.eventbrite.com/e/frogwatch-field-

trip-at-the-riverview-site-west-belconnen-tickets-

18832891686#sthash.fvKSUazl.dpuf 

 

Daylight saving 

is coming soon and is 
going to change the time 
of monitoring! 
Here the time of dark for 
the rest of the year 
 
30/09  6:31  
15/10  7:43   
01/11  8:00  
15/11  8:15 
01/12   8:32  
15/12   8:43 
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Climate Change Project 

This project has been on its 

way since early July. A great 

bunch of very dedicated 

volunteers have been 

monitoring 16 sites across 

the state weekly without 

fail.  Thanks to their 

mammoth efforts we have 

been able to document the 

advent of the calls of Crinia 

parinsignifera, Uperoleia 

laevigata, Limnodynastes 

tasmaniensis and 

Limnodynastes peronii.  And 

-  as a big bonus - we have 

been able to document 

quite a few Neobatrachus 

sudelli on their quick dig 

out- dig in journey after the 

beautiful winter rains. This 

project will run till the end 

of the year. It has been 

funded by the ACT 

Government, Climate 

Change Directorate. 

 

The Bio-Indicator Study 

This project is trying to 

understand the underlying 

reasons why some ponds 

have lots of frogs species 

and others not.  After quite 

a bit of preparation it will 

be "all systems go" this 

week. Nights of monitoring 

are followed by long days of 

habitat assessments at 30 

ponds across town. The 

RARC (Rapid appraisal of 

riparian condition) tool has 

been fine tuned to the 

needs of frogs for this and 

shall reveal plenty new 

insights into frog habitat 

preferences.  In addition, 

water quality testing and 

fish surveys (the dreaded 

Gambusia) will be 

undertaken later in the 

year. This project has been 

funded by the ACT 

Government, through the 

Upper Murrumbidgee 

Waterwatch Program. 
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And what would we be without the 
many volunteers!! 

Bio-Indicator study: 
Nick Bakker- logistical genius and frog hunter  
Rory Taylor - splendid map maker and data 
decipherer 
Brad Fraser- excel spread sheet wrestler 
Brendan Eyers- prime sorter/organiser 

Tadpole kits project: 
Mary Webb- resourcer & dispatcheress  
Rory Taylor - blogger and tweeterer 

Office support: 
June Hornby- data entry and fabulous all-
rounder 
Amanda Norton: CD burner and sticker 
stickeress 
Debra Saunders: stressless Seamstress 

Climate Change Study: 
Will Osborne, Emma Keightley, Sharon Koh- 
Team Weston 
Jamie Begg, Martin Westgate and Mark Smith- 
Team Mulligans 
Anne Hastings, Bryan Lessard and David Wyatt 
- Team Belconnen 
Tristan Skinner, CIT Bruce students, Hannah 
Selmes, Corin Pennock, Clare Lonergan, Laura 
Ealing.- Team Majura 
Chris Taylor, Simon Votto, Maria Linkenbagh, 
Brett Howland - Team Scottsdale 
Wendy and Stephen Hodgeman -Team 
Captains Flat 

Frogwatch publication: 
Martin J. Westgate, Ben C. Scheele, Karen 
Ikin, R. Matthew Beatty, Murray Evans, Will 
Osborne, David Hunter, Laura Rayner, and 
Don A. Driscoll. 
 
and everyone I might have forgotten!! 
Thank you so very much for your 
contributions 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Frogwatch would like to acknowledge 

its main partners: 

 

The ACT Government, including 

Environment and Planning, Climate Change 

and the Upper Murrumbidgee Waterwatch 

The Riverview Group 

Woodlands and Wetlands Trust 

ACT Herpetological Association 

 

Nick Bakker has joined the Frogwatch 

Team for a 4 week "integrated learning 

placement" as part of his Environmental 

Management studies, at the UTAS. Nick 

will be instrumental in the Bio-Indicator 

study (next page). Since his arrival he has 

created plenty of files and work plans, has 

monitored a large number of FW sites and 

has even made it into The Canberra 

Times. This week he will be moving 

around Canberra, assessing and 

measuring habitat features.  

Go Nick Go!!! 

 


