[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image7.jpg]



Ginninderra Catchment Group 
Winter/Spring 2011  

This winter was a particularly cold one but despite this, GCG volunteers were as active as ever! Spring has seen the commencement of the Lower Ginninderra Creek Riparian Restoration Project as well as working bees and guided walks throughout the catchment. See below for a selection of what went on:

Landcare

Members of Umbagong Landcare Group braved the rain to undertake a planting for National Tree Day on Goodwin Hill. All throughout winter groups held regular working bees undertaking weeding, plantings, and interpretive activities. Photos below of the Goodwin Hill planting: 
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The Catchment and Waterwatch coordinators presented an information session to Radford College year 6 students on environmental conflict. We hosted a day looking at areas of conflict within the catchment.  

GCG arranged the printing of new brochures for member groups Umbagong Landcare Group and Friends of Aranda Bushland. The brochures are an excellent guide to Umbagong District Park and Aranda Bushland and are available from the GCG office, and can also be viewed on line at the landcare group pages of the website (www.ginninderralandcare.org.au) 
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GCG was proud to attend the Mount Rogers explorer day, hosted by the Mount Rogers Landcare Group. Mt Rogers explorer day was developed as an information day for residents surrounding Mt Rogers to inform them of the beauty in their backyard, being Mt Rogers reserve, and was well attended by local residents and politicians.  
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Ongoing Projects: Spring sees the commencement of the Lower Ginninderra Creek Riparian Restoration Project. This large project will focus on removing woody weeds and rehabilitating Ginninderra Creek from Umbagong Park to Macgregor, and will continue into NSW. Already several Conservation Volunteer Australia teams have removed many truckloads of woody weed debris from the creek (Photos below).
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Waterwatch
GCG Waterwatch hosted a planting at Giralang Pond, with the assistance of members of Belconnen Rotary.  These plants were donated by Belconnen Inner Wheel to thank their guest speakers at their monthly meetings during the last twelve months. Inner Wheel is an international ladies service club with a close relationship to Rotary, the members being wives, family members and widows of Rotarians. Inner Wheel raises funds through events to assist local charities.
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GCG also hosted Waterwatch QA/QC (quality assurance training) and gave Waterwatch lessons to Ginninderra College and Burgmann College year 10 & 11 students studying environmental issues.  Waterwatch volunteers continued to monitor sites throughout Ginninderra Catchment.  
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Frogwatch
Winter was a very busy time preparing for the annual Frogwatch Census, which was held in October. A new Frogwatch Census Kit and all necessary equipment was prepared. Frogwatch held four introduction seminars and 3 field trips for interested volunteers. Frogwatch also received a grant from the ACT Herpetological Association, which has allowed the tadpole kits in schools program to be expanded. This year will see 80 kits in schools throughout the ACT and region.


The Frogs for the Future pilot program has also wrapped up, with two Green and Golden Bell Frogs (on loan from Tidbinbilla) loaned to Palmerston Primary School for students to observe the fascinating life of frogs for one term (opposite photos shows one of the frogs in full colour).

In addition, Frogwatch had a strong presence at this year’s Floriade with an exhibit on how to create a frog friendly habitat. This was supported by seven presentations regarding building a frog habitat in a backyard or a school area. Frogwatch was happy for the lucky winner of a frog pond, and helped with delivering and establishing the feature in the winners garden.

Getting involved
The events listed above are a small selection of what the groups achieved throughout winter, and much more is planned for the remainder of the year. For a summary of what’s going on in the catchment, or if you would like to become involved in Landcare, Waterwatch or Frogwatch there are many opportunities for volunteers, so visit our website for further information www.ginninderralandcare.org.au or call 6278 3309. 
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