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APRIL’s WORK PARTY  

 
PLANTING GRASSES IN THE EXCLOSURE 

When: Sunday morning, 10 April, 9am – noon 

Where: In the exclosure in Glenloch Gullyon the south-west slopes of the hill. 

The task: Planting native grasses  

To get there: Park on William Hovell  Drive on the eastbound lane at the end of the 

metal guard rail 800m from the intersection with Coulter Drive. Follow the red 

markers on to the reserve, and up to the exclosure in front of you. 

Bring/wear: Hat, long-sleeved shirt and pants, stout footwear, water, and 
something to share for morning tea  
 

 
 

COMMUNITY PLANTING 

DAY 

 

SUNDAY, 8 MAY 

 

9.30AM – 12.30PM 

 

ALONG THE                                          SUMMIT PATH  
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Come and join us in planting seven species of colourful, low-growing flowering plants in 

patches alongside the path that leads to the summit of Mount Painter. The thistles on the 

site will be slashed and the holes dug for us, so planting should be easier than you might 

think.  

The community planting is part of the ACT Parks and Conservation Service’s planting 

program for 2011, which will see a total of 3,000 trees, shrubs, low-growing plants put into 

the ground during the coming winter. Most will go in on the southern and western slopes of 

the hill, away from the houses in order to minimise the risk of fire in the future.  

REPAIRING AND REPLACING 

We have pointed out to Parks and Conservation that the surface of the summit path has 

worn away in patches, and some of the steps are missing part of the tread. We have 

provided them with a map to show where the damaged areas are. They were already aware 

of the problem, so we hope it is on a list for jobs needing to be done. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

We have also asked if this outdated sign and the remains of an even older one could 
be removed. 
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CONTROLLING WEEDS ON MOUNT PAINTER 
 

Can it be done? 
 

Over the years a lot of effort has been put into controlling weeds on Mount Painter by 

volunteers and the ACT Government. With the heavy rain over the last year, all the 

vegetation on the reserve has flourished, weeds included. This is most obvious with the 

saffron thistles which have closed much of the hill to all but the most masochistic walkers 

and the animals that live there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So has all the effort and expense that has gone into weed control been 

worthwhile? 

 

Piecing together information from the experience of present and former 

Friends of Mount Painter, the answer is both yes and no. 

 

An example of yes. In 1990 when Friends of Mount Painter was formed, the land in the 

reserve was restricted to the bush backing the houses in Cook (the Widlflower Triangle 

south of Wybalena Grove and immediately behind Moss and Skinner Streets, and Bussell, 

Booth and Mackellar Crescents). Volunteers removed many woody weeds from the bush, 

including African boxthorn, cotoneaster and thickets of hawthorn. With continuing work, 

the woody weeds are still largely under control. 

 

An example of no. When the hilltop and further slopes of the hill were added to the 

reserve in 1996, they were covered by saffron thistles. That area was sprayed by the 

government, with additional help from volunteers who slashed the thistles with 

brushcutters. The spraying program ceased after three or four years and the brushcutting 

effort gradually petered out. Add to that the years of drought and burgeoning kangaroo and 

rabbit populations, and the grass cover on the hill diminished, leaving bare patches on 

which the thistles flourished when the rains came – back to square one. 
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Other weeds on which work has been done fall somewhere between the extremes 

represented by the thistles and woody weeds. From all of this, lessons have been learnt. 

 

Lessons learnt.   We take three lessons from the past: 

 

1. The weeding effort must be sustained. 

 

2. We must focus on the weeds that we have a chance of controlling. 

 

3. We must limit ourselves to small enough areas for us to weed efficiently. 

 

With these points in mind, we are concentrating on two areas with a fair amount of native 

vegetation: the Wildflower Triangle and the slopes behind the houses further west. We 

hope to have a noticeable impact on the weeds there, particularly the thistles, Paterson’s 

curse and St John’s wort. 

 

WHAT ARE THESE CIRCLES? 
 
This image from nearmap.com.au shows part of the south-west slope of Mount Painter, as it 
appeared last November. There are several circles of darker green in the top left-hand 
corner of the image and a different sort of circular shape to the right of the tree just right of 
the centre of the image. Any suggestions of what these shapes represent? 

 

 FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT ANYTHING IN THIS NEWSLETTER, PLEASE CONTACT 

SARAH HNATIUK, FRIENDS OF MT PAINTER’S CONVENOR, ON 6251 2228, 0424 263 565 or 

sarahhnatiuk@yahoo.com.au.  

mailto:sarahhnatiuk@yahoo.com.au

