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Waterwatch Results for October 2008 

Once again we have experienced a very 
dry month, with total rainfall (33.2mm) 
well below the long-term average of 

62.7mm.  October began well with some 
regular rainfall in the early days of the 
month, and for a while, Canberra looked 
very green and lush.  This “green 
drought” did not last and we have 
returned to dry and dusty conditions. 

Water quality has been generally very 
good this month, with all sites providing 
quality measures within the acceptable 
ranges for the region. 
Water pH readings have been slightly 
more alkaline than usual, which may be a 

result of the generally dry soil conditions 
permitting increased run-off of carbonates 
and soil minerals into the catchment. 
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Turbidity readings have been low this 
month, which may also be indicative of the 
low levels of rainfall received. 

The local frogs are still active, with several 
sites reporting calling activity.  Jarramlee 
Pond at Dunlop is also boasting two new 
Eurasian Coot chicks. 
There is also some evidence of willow 
regrowth over the spring period, so if you 

have noticed any willow saplings at your 
site in the last couple of months, it might be 
worth making a note of it.  If you can safely 
and easily remove the saplings then this is 
the best course of action, but be aware that 
these weeds are notoriously difficult to 

remove by hand, and usually require 
“cutting and dabbing” with a pesticide to 
ensure they won’t re-sprout. 
 

!QAQC Event! 

Yarralumla Nursery 
9 November @ 

2pm 

 
Join the Waterwatch Coordinators 
(Tanya Rucosky-Noakes, Stephen 
Skinner and me), and meet your 
fellow Waterwatchers, as we test 
our equipment (and ourselves!) 
against the standards set by the 
professionals at E-Water CRC. 
 
Don’t forget to bring your kits and 
your solutions so can ensure our 
data collection is accurate. 
 
Then, relax with a High Tea of 
scones and tasty pastries while we 
raffle off some Lucky Door Prizes! 
Its our way of saying “Thankyou!” 
to our hard-working and 
committed WW volunteers. 
 
Make sure you email Tanya 
Rucosky-Noakes to let her know 
that you can make it.  

Table of Results for October 2008: 

 

Parameter Mean Minimum Maximum 

Air temperature (°C) 22.4 12.0 31.0 

Water temperature (°C) 16.3 12.0 20.0 

pH 7.3 6.1 8.4 
EC (µS/cm) 370 71 1740 

Turbidity (NTU) 10 10 18 
Dissolved oxygen (%) 76 38 97 
Orthophosphates (mg/L) 0.10 0.00 0.20 
    

 


