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Preparation of the Plan 
Umbagong Landcare Group Strategic Plan was prepared by Caroline Wenger on behalf of Umbagong Landcare Group 
in early 2010.  Meetings were held to determine issues and priorities with Umbagong Landcare Group members.  
Feedback on drafts was sought from landcare group members and also from staff and members of Ginninderra 
Catchment Group.  All photographs are provided courtesy of Caroline and Eric Wenger and should not be 
reproduced for commercial purpose. 
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Umbagong Landcare Group (ULG) Strategic Plan 

Vision 
A place which provides a refuge and a wildlife corridor for threatened and endangered grassland and woodland 
communities.  A riverine nature park where the water quality is such that it can support platypus, water rats, 
dragonfly and native fish and yabbies.  Where suburban people can access nature in their suburbs on a daily basis 
doing their chosen suburban activities (jogging, bike riding, walking the dog, playground with kids, going for a stroll), 
while learning to appreciate native vegetation and the animals it supports. 
 

Define area  
Umbagong District Park is approximately 50 ha in area.  It comprises the section of Ginninderra Creek and tributaries 
between Southern Cross Drive and Ginninderra Drive, and boundaries along its length: Florey Drive and Macrossan & 
Dalley Crescents.  See map at appendix 1. 
 
Umbagong is part of Ginninderra Catchment which begins in Mulligans Flat (a reserve near Gunghalin with significant 
woodland bird habitat) and ends in Ginninderra Falls where it joins the Murrumbidgee River (Upper Murrumbidgee 
Catchment of the MDB system).  
 

Ecological Characteristics 
Altitude varies from roughly 550m to 575m asl.  The parent rock is early Late Silurian volcanic (purple-pink rhyolite), 
overlain by a patch of Quaternary Alluvium along the creek (Crawford 2000, after Henderson & Matveev 1980). 
 
At the time of first settlement, Umbagong was a grassy woodland (Butler 2000:6) Much of this was later cleared by 
graziers for building and fencing materials so that by the time Belconnen was developed, the creek and surrounding 
country were very open (Butler 2000:6-7).  The earliest map of Ginninderra Creek was produced in 1832, roughly ten 
years after the first European explorers discovered the area.  The land around the creek is described on the map as 
being “fine grassy forest” (Seldon nd).  As an ecosystem, grassy woodland contains between 10% to 30% tree cover 
(Eddy et al 2005).  Trees dominate grassy woodlands but their canopies never overlap and the ground layer is grassy, 
lacking a substantial shrub layer.  This gives them a park-like appearance (Lunt et al 1998).                                                                                                              
 

                                                       
Themeda grassland at Umbagong         Themeda australis 

 
In terms of conservation significance, grassy ecosystems are highly threatened.  “In all regions of south-eastern 
Australia where temperate lowland grasslands and grassy woodlands occurred, less than 1% remains covered in 
native vegetation”  (Lunt et al 1998:6) 
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Barry Starr studied a similar river system, the Numeralla river, to the SE of the A.C.T.  He explains that in pre-settler 
times, low intensity Aboriginal fires kept forests on the valley floors open which favoured grasses and forbs at the 
expense of shrubs.  The hills and ridges were forested, while the valleys had many fewer trees and fires consumed 
much of the fallen timber and seedlings.  However, the river banks themselves were covered by a denser tree and 
shrub corridor as the regular low-fuel fires burnt under mild conditions that would have stopped at the lush riverside 
growth (Starr : nd) 
 
Today, the vegetation at Umbagong is still best characterized as a grassy woodland.  It is fortunate to contain the 
best remnant understorey along Ginninderra Creek (Butler, 2000:26) and also has significant plantings, both native 
and exotic.  Its native grasslands are listed in the ACT Lowland Native Grassland Conservation Strategy (site BE04).   
 
Ginninderra Creek at Umbagong was a chain of ponds system (see 1832 map reproduced by Seldon), again typical of 
the tributaries to Numeralla River.  Starr explains this system as being a series of ponds 6 – 60 metres in diameter.  
They were fed by subterraneous streams (not by atmospheric or surface water).  These chains of ponds were small 
backwater swamps and tributaries to main river channels.   
 
Some chains of ponds can be more transitory in nature, developing on minor streams where vegetation anchors 
sand and gravel bars across a watercourse. 
 
Ginninderra Creek is highly modified from its pre-settler state.  Its water has been dammed to form Lake 
Ginninderra.  It has also been affected by past land uses.  Overgrazing and clearing caused soil compaction, resulting 
in less capacity for soils to absorb water, increased volume and velocity of runoff, erosion, siltation and river bed 
incision.  The current major ‘use’ of the creek is to drain stormwater.  This also results in water being drained off the 
land as speedily as possible and high energy flows.  However, some of the original chain of ponds characteristics can 
still be seen at Umbagong. 
 

               
  

Eastern Water Dragon             
Cunningham’s Skink 

 
Past Land Uses 
Prior to European settlement, axe grinding grooves provide evidence that the area was used by Aborigines to make 
or re-sharpen stone axes.   Axe-heads were usually ~12cm long, made of fine grained volcanic stone.  These were 
ground in rock (usually sandstone but at Umbagong the grooves are in volcanic tuff), using water to make a sharp 
edge.  Axes were usually hafted into a wooden handle ~30cm long (Flood 1996).  Axes were used to cut bark for 
canoes and containers, to trade and to extract honey and possums from tree hollows. 
 
Historically the land was used for sheep grazing from the 1820s until the early 1970s and some fences remain from 
that period.  At this time the land was sparsely vegetated because of past clearing and grazing livestock.  Livestock 
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not only grazed natives but also controlled exotic pest species such as willows.  Some dominant exotic grass species 
also date from this period (eg, Phalaris was planted as a pasture grass). 
 
Surrounding suburbs of Latham, Macgregor, Charnwood and Holt were developed starting 1968 and continuing to 
the early 1970s.  Once grazing ceased, willows became a pest, as did various woody weeds.  Willows were the 
subject of a big eradication program by the ACT Govt in the early 2000s.   
 

Management Context 
ULG is classified as an urban landcare group.  There is a distinction between a landcare group and a parkcare group.  
Both are involved in the same activities but parkcare groups usually operate in nature reserves, while urban landcare 
groups operate in public open space not primarily protected for nature conservation.  Parkcare volunteers are in 
official partnership with government and as a result tend to receive better funding and support.   They also have the 
added resource of a park ranger.  Most suburban nature reserve is on hills, while suburban riparian habitat, being 
more multi-function, tends not to be protected as nature reserve.  This has lead to most parkcare groups operating 
on hills and ridges, while most suburban riparian habitat is the domain of landcare groups.   

ULG is affiliated with Ginninderra Catchment Group (GCG), an umbrella organization that serves the needs of 
landcare and parkcare groups in the catchment.   It is managed by the GCG Committee and the Chair of that 
committee.   

GCG receives most of its funding from government grants.  Government grants are currently largely determined by 
the priorities of the Federal Government “Caring for our Country” program.  The ACT Government has to comply 
with this in order to receive funding from the program and has based its NRM priorities on those of CfoC to ensure it 
receives funding.  In turn, GCG has to comply with ACT Government’s priorities in order to receive grants.   
 
ULG currently receives no funding.  Members supply their own PPE and use their own tools.  Incidental costs 
associated with administration and transport are borne by members.  PCL supplies approved pesticide on request to 
trained volunteers.  Training opportunities are provided through GCG.   
 
If ULG requires funding for other purposes, either direct from the government or via GCG, it will need to be aware of 
government priorities in order to be successful.  A natural resource management plan for the ACT, setting out 
priorities and targets, was published by the ACT Natural Resource Management Council in October 2009.  Potential 
corporate funding also needs to be investigated.  
 
Parks Conservation & Lands (PCL) has developed a Volunteer Policy which states the activities and conditions on 
which it will support volunteers on public land. 
 
PCL has developed a number of Strategies relevant to management of Umbagong, including ACT Lowland Native 
Grassland Conservation Strategy, ACT Aquatic Species and Riparian Zone Conservation Strategy and ACT Lowland 
Woodland Conservation Strategy and ACT Weeds Strategy.    The ULG strategy aims to support the work of these 
strategies. 
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Umbagong Landcare Group (ULG)  
“Friends of Latham District Park” formed in 1993 in response to threatened residential development on the northern 
boundary of the park, along Florey Drive.   It was successful in preventing the development and the land was 
proclaimed a District Park in 1993.   
 
In 1994, both the park and the group changed their name to Umbagong (the Ngunnawal word for axe) in recognition 
of the importance of the area to the Ngunnawal people, as evidenced by the presence of axe grinding grooves.  To 
reflect this heritage, the park was given an impressive sign at its entrance with an artistic impression of the axe 
grooves and a car park off Florey Drive. 
 
Part of the park (a prime grassland site known as the Blue Devil Grassland) was denied the same level of protection 
as the rest of the park when it first became a District Park.  This part was classified instead as ‘public land exclusion 
overlay code x’, meaning it was excised from the rest of the park and could potentially be built on.  ULG has 
campaigned for this to be given the same level of protection as the rest of the park.  Efforts were successful when in 
2009, the area was re-classified urban open space. 
 
The group activities to date have included overseeing willow removal, weeding the park (woody weeds and 
grassland weeds), planting to stabilize riverbanks following willow removal and to create bird habitat.  A pamphlet 
for Umbagong was developed and Umbagong Landcare Group was also one of the groups involved in the production 
of the Tour de Creek pamphlet, a self-guided cycle tour around Ginninderra Creek.  Both aim to inform people about 
the wildlife of the creek, responsible use and issues such as stormwater.  More about the past activities of 
Umbagong Landcare Group can be found at Appendix 2. 
 

Strengths and Opportunities 
 

 ULG is an established group with a name and achievements behind it. 

 Umbagong is now one of the healthiest and best managed sections of Ginninderra Creek and once current work 

has been consolidated, there may be an opportunity to extend this success to other parts of the creek. 

 The local area has a large pool of people from which to draw volunteers with a large range of skills. 

 Ginninderra Catchment Group magnifies the collective voice of local landcare groups, increasing its advocacy 

power.  GCG is a means of sharing resources and experience, is a source of funds (providing they are spent in 

accordance with donor priorities) and training opportunities. 

 There is a wide range of government (especially PCL) and community organizations that can assist with meeting 

objectives and providing resources and information.   

 Nearby North Belconnen Landcare Group (NBLG) has four prescribed burn / mowing regime experimental plots.  

The outcome of this trial may be applicable to restore remnant grasslands at Umbagong. 

 The recently established RiverSmart aims to link local communities with their river systems.  This could present 
an opportunity for media promotions.   

 The park has a heritage-listed Aboriginal site which could provide an opportunity to engage in a joint project 
with Aboriginal groups.   

 

Threats and Weaknesses 
Six main categories of threat have been identified.  Some of these are direct threats to the ecological values of the 
park.  Others are indirect threats relating to poor management.  These threats are described below. 
 

 Weeds  

 
Weeds can out-compete and displace natives due to lack of natural competitors.  They compete for nutrients, water 
and sunlight.  Some in-stream weeds such as willows can cause bank erosion, their unnaturally heavy shade changing 
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stream ecology and destroying the natural understorey.  River course weeds also create a weed source easily 
transported downstream. 
 
While weeds are a threat for these reasons, it is important to be aware that weeds can be important to some native 
animals.  It has been suggested that the rose hips of the briar rose provide food for Cunninghams skinks on rocky 
outcrops and adaptable rosellas are quick to take advantage of seeding thistles.  Hawthorn and other berry-
producing plants can provide a food source for birds.  For example, parrots have been observed eating hawthorn 
seeds.  However, berries also provide a food source for bird predators such as currawongs, boosting their numbers 
to unnaturally high levels.  Many birds like to nest in dense prickly hawthorn to be safe from predators so removing 
them could adversely affect small birds.    
 
In the year-long bird survey currently being conducted by some group members, a wide variety of birds have been 
observed by participating nesting in exotic willows and white poplars, including olive backed oriole, white winged 
triller, leaden flycatcher, willie wagtail, peewit and noisy friar bird.  Of these, the white winged triller is a declining 
species in the ACT.  A dogmatic eradication program may not necessarily be the best approach.  Depending on the 
weed species, retaining some specimens and containing them may result in the best outcome for wildlife by 
providing a more varied habitat.    

 
The following is a checklist of the most significant weed species at Umbagong:  

 
Trees:   willows, box elder, white poplar suckers, unidentified species growing on banks just higher 

up than Acer negundo 
(others to keep an eye on include Prunus sp, Pistachio) 

 
Woody Weeds:  privet, hawthorn, briar rose, pyracantha, cotoneaster. 
 
Riverbank weeds:  honeysuckle, ivy, Phalaris 
 
Grassland weeds: St Johns Wort, Great Mullein, flatweed, tall fescue, African lovegrass, Chilean needlegrass, 

serrated tussock, sheep sorrel, plantain, cocksfoot, salvia, Yorkshire fog, skeleton weed 
(Chondrilla sp.) 

 

            
        Poplar suckers at Umbagong     Willow regrowth at Umbagong 
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Ferals 

 

 Domestic & feral cats & dogs  

 Foxes 

 Hares 

 Indian mynahs and starlings 

 Fish (carp, weather loach, gambusia) 
 
Feral and domestic mammals are a particular threat to small ground dwelling and low nesting birds & lizards.  Other 
issues include spread of weeds and disease.  Pets can transport weed seeds in their fur, both to the park and from 
the park into suburbs and gardens.  Faecal matter from cats, dogs and foxes may carry disease harmful to both 
humans and their pets. 
 
Domestic dogs: Uncontrolled dogs may chase and harass wildlife.  Dog faeces adversely affect the quality of visitor 
experience and they also have an impact on water quality.  Dog faeces are washed into the creek via stormwater 
drains from surrounding suburbs.  A recent survey along Kippax Creek (an ‘unnamed’ tributary that joins Ginninderra 
Creek at Umbagong) revealed the tributary had been piped underground for most of its length.  A footpath over the 
top of the pipe was equipped with large drains to quickly drain off surface water.  Dog faeces were found deposited 
directly onto the drain coverings, on and around the path, so that they are washed directly into the piped creek 
whenever it rains.  Within the park, paths are generally some distance from the creek and may therefore not be such 
an issue for water quality.   
 
Domestic cats: Cats have been observed crossing from neighbouring suburbs in the evening to hunt. 
 
Rabbits do not seem to be a current problem in the park.  However, there have been recent sightings of hares and 
their droppings. 
  
Mynahs, starlings and blackbirds are present in the park but are not dominant.  Feral pigeons are also present, living 
under large bridges. 
 

Human Impacts 

 

 Littering and dumping: There is moderate littering by park visitors.  The carpark is often used to dump items 
and there is occasional illegal dumping of garden rubbish and shopping trolleys.  The most significant rubbish 
load is transported by the creek from upstream and from surrounding suburbs via stormwater.  The dumping 
of garden rubbish has assisted weed establishment at several sites in the park. 

 

 Pollution:  This can include nutrients from gardens via stormwater and large sediment loads from upstream 
development. 

 

 Erosion: Illegal landforming (eg earth mounds for bikes) and unformed walking tracks (especially on slopes) 
causes erosion.  Erosion can affect water quality and weed establishment, water infiltration into the soil, 
safety of paths (gravel on paths can make them slippery for cyclists) and aesthetic appeal.    

 

 Weeds: Weed species that grow in gardens are a source of weeds in the park.  Berries and seeds are easily 
transported by birds, in particular by predatory birds such as currawongs. 

 

 Disturbance / hunting of wildlife: Youths have been observed trapping Cunningham’s skinks and reportedly 
sell them.  Rocks are levered so they fall down slope, potentially damaging skink habitat.  Rocks have been 
illegally removed for garden landscaping. 
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 Community attitude: some in the community oppose the removal of exotics (eg, willows) as they have 
aesthetic appeal and people don’t understand, or are unconcerned, about their negative impacts.   Lack of 
awareness about the importance of clean stormwater could contribute to rubbish problems.   There is also a 
significant youth vandalism problem in the park. 
 

                     
Weed infestation of many different garden species                                      After 2 hours of clean up duty 

 

 Climate Change 

Climate change will probably result in reduced inflows into the creek.  
 
Reduced precipitation may affect the flora and fauna able to survive in the park. 
 
A drier environment may increase the likelihood and frequency of uncontrolled bushfires.  These are likely to travel 
into urban areas along natural conduits like river corridors, threatening homes and wildlife alike. 
 
As climate becomes drier, there may be increasing pressure to manage for bushfire prevention.  This may result in 
areas being cleared of vegetation.  
 

Government Management 

Government agencies responsible for land management do a good job of maintaining Umbagong, given considerable 
financial constraints and the necessity to manage for a number of different functions.  These include controlling 
noxious weed species (especially willows and grasses), control burns to reduce fuel load and grassland renewal, 
maintaining infrastructure (paths, bridges, playgrounds), and regularly picking up after rubbish dumpers (Umbagong 
carpark).  Government also provides excellent support for landcare groups. 
 
One of the major threats government managers face is lack of adequate funding.  The costs of managing land are 
considerable and environmental management is not always a political priority.  ULG, in conjunction with GCG, need 
to advocate adequate funding for land managers. 
  
A significant threat for Ginninderra Creek is stormwater.  The creek situated in an urban environment so it has to 
accommodate significant urban stormwater runoff.  Some stormwater management practices adversely impact 
water quality, for example, stormwater channels along Ginninderra Creek are periodically scoured all the way along 
the creek, which has a big effect on water turbidity, compromising fish and organisms that are able to survive in the 
water.   
 
In a natural ecosystem, soil and vegetation soak up water which percolates more slowly down to waterways and into 
groundwater.  However, urban stormwater management has traditionally aimed to drain the land as quickly as 
possible.  Hard surfaces, roofs and roads, channel the flow into concreted drains which in turn direct the water by 
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the fastest route possible into creeks.  This means that in contrast to the natural system, more water reaches the 
creeks and flows are higher, faster, more powerful and potentially eroding.       
 
The wisdom of draining stormwater into creeks as quickly as possible is being questioned in many countries that face 
water shortages.  Many cities are trying to make their urban surfaces more permeable, enabling stormwater to be 
harvested and re-used before it is discharged into the sea.   In line with this approach, artificial wetlands have 
recently been constructed at key stormwater outlets in Canberra aiming both to improve the riparian habitat and to 
harvest stormwater.   
 
One such wetland is proposed at Umbagong on Kippax Creek.  Its benefit is that could better manage the river and 
the stormwater that flows into it, slowing down flows and filtering out nutrients at a major point source.  The 
proposal could result in improved water quality at Kippax Creek before it feeds into Ginninderra Creek and it could 
create a more varied waterbird habitat at Umbagong.    The proposed stormwater harvesting project (bound to the 
proposed artificial wetland) aims to extract water from Kippax creek, store it in underground aquifers and then use it 
to water adjacent ovals.  ULG needs to monitor this proposal and ensure no adverse impacts are likely. 
 
The Gross Pollution Trap (GPT) was placed on Kippax Creek where the piped creek emerges at Umbagong.  This is an 
expensive solution to the problem of trash and is not 100% effective.  However, the problem would be much greater 
without it.  A key issue is the frequency it is cleaned.   
 
Improvements could be made to some aspects of weed management.  Better consultation with ULG could result in 
improved planning and follow-up.  For example, in 2009, widespread Chilean Needlegrass poisoning was carried out 
along Ginninderra Creek.  However, inadequate surveying resulted in the scale of the problem being underestimated 
(at least at Umbagong) and therefore poisoning was not comprehensive.  It lacked follow-up and re-seeding, 
meaning those areas that were poisoned are now vulnerable to erosion and further weed invasion.   ULG needs to 
link better with government planning processes so that it can provide relevant information and offer to assist and 
complement government activities. 
 
More significantly, there has been a lack of follow-up work following willow removal in 2000: no provision was made 
for controlling regrowth and willows at Umbagong are once again growing into an expensive problem1. 
 
Inappropriate mowing regimes can cause problems, favouring exotic species.  Adjusting mowing regimes requires 
government land managers to have detailed knowledge of growth cycles of both desirable and undesirable species 
of each area, knowledge about ideal mowing heights and careful scheduling.  ULG is not currently in a position to 
assist with scheduling.  However, it could aim to do this in the future. 
 
Weed transport on equipment is a significant issue.  Government agencies require equipment not to be used when 
specified weed species are seeding and for equipment to be cleaned after being used in infested areas.  However, 
the threat that weeds can be spread via equipment remains.  It only takes one careless operator or one weed seed 
to accidentally remain, and the weed may spread.  
 
Government contractors are not always adequately supervised and best management practices are not always 
adhered to, for example, a recent event where weedy soil scraped from path edges was dumped on prime grassland.   
ULG members need to report any such instances to ensure contractors are made aware of best practices for future 
work. 
 
The use of contractors instead of Government employees means that it is often someone different doing the work 
and there is limited consistency and knowledge of the area.  It also means there is weakened accountability. 
 

                                                             
1 NB: The text of this strategy was prepared in Jan-Feb 2010 to cover the period 2010-2015.  Since it was initially drafted, PCL has 
undertaken a major work to control willow regrowth (also box elder and ash) that was reinfesting the creek at Umbagong, in 
May 2010.  Willow regrowth will continue to be a threat that needs to be monitored and controlled.  
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There needs to be better coordination & timely consultation on Umbagong Park management with the landcare 
group.  ULG needs to take the initiative for this and ensure it is on consultation lists. 
 
 

 
                   Ginninderra Creek at Umbagong in flood 

 

 Landcare Group Management 

Currently, the group has members who are adequately skilled or trained in plant identification, plant selection (for 
planting), pesticide use, safety and appropriate weed control techniques.  However, should the group lose these 
skills, a potential threat is mismanagement of the park, which could result in problems such as inappropriate 
plantings, soil disturbance (leading to increased weed colonisation), weeding the wrong plants and increased fire 
hazard.   
 
It is therefore important to maintain the group’s knowledge and skills, ensuring it is held more widely among 
members.  Useful skills could include plant identification, pesticide training, GPS, weed control techniques & timing, 
advocacy, media, water testing and wildlife survey techniques.  GCG often promotes training opportunities but the 
group may not take advantage of these opportunities.   There could also be better sharing of knowledge already 
within the group to other group members. 
 
An adequately skilled landcare group is not a direct threat to the ecological values of Umbagong.  However, a 
landcare group that is ineffective without adequate members, organization and activity levels means that the habitat 
value of the park will deteriorate.  The problems facing the group need to be addressed to keep the landcare group 
healthy and effective. 
 
GCG provides linkages to other groups and events through Catchment meetings (though only one person in a group 
might attend and there may be limited communication back to the group).  As a network it operates well.  However, 
the GCG Strategy is out of date and needs to be realistically revised to ensure efforts of landcare and parkcare 
groups reflect current priorities and are working towards common catchment goals. The current strategy does not 
have measurable outcomes and contains no provision for its own evaluation. 
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 Within ULG itself, levels of activity by the group as a whole is low.  Some significant park management concerns are 
not being addressed (eg widespread regrowth of woody weeds and willows).  This is the consequence of a number of 
related problems:   

 The group currently has no long term management plan or related short term annual working bee calendar, 
and unless work is planned, it doesn’t happen (except by individuals working alone).  Work also runs the risk 
of being ad hoc and insufficient if there are no agreed goals and a pathway to achieve them.  The lack of a 
working bee calendar means there are no regular activities to channel potential new members into.   

 The group is extremely small and many members have health issues affecting their participation in heavy 
work.  The group doesn’t currently have the capacity to keep up with all work that needs to be done. 

 There is a lack of regular ULG meetings among members.  Meetings can energise and motivate members.  
Meetings are also needed to be a forum for sharing information and ideas; dedicating time to assessing and 
planning; and allocating tasks to willing volunteers. 

 
There is limited linking of different aspects of volunteer work at the park (eg, linkage of land and water: landcare, 
waterwatch, frogwatch and Cleanup Australia Day).  In addition, ULG needs to better link in to a catchment-wide 
approach, giving greater support to improved management elsewhere in the catchment.  Umbagong represents only 
a small section of Ginninderra Creek and it is part of a wider system; upstream land and water management impacts 
on Umbagong.  Management at Umbagong affects downstream users.    
 
Sign on/sign off procedures could be improved to be certain members are adequately covered by insurance should 
any accident happen.  Currently it is up to individual members to do this themselves rather than having a 
coordinated group sign on / sign off.   
 
Volunteers have many constraints:  there is a limited amount of time available (especially for some age groups), a 
limited willingness to do paperwork, limited willingness to do “boring follow-up maintenance work” of plantings 
after the Planting Day is over; unwillingness to be regarded as free government labour. 
 
There is a lack of monitoring and evaluation:  the effectiveness of the landcare group in improving wildlife habitat, 
water quality, community behavior needs to be assessed.  
 
ULG is currently unfunded.  Funds are needed for some activities, such as recruitment, production of leaflets, 
signage, purchase of plants & equipment, more ambitious projects that are site specific. 
 
Advocacy and communications:  one founding member of the group is particularly skilled at advocacy and also 
achieves regular media coverage of community concerns.  It is primarily due to his efforts that Umbagong became a 
park. However, the group has no list of useful contacts or any stakeholder analysis to assist other less experienced 
members of the group to take on this role.   
 
Butler’s 2000 report says “annual reporting process from member groups to the catchment coordinator has already 
been addressed” (p.31) – ULG does not currently provide an annual report to the catchment coordinator.   
 
 

Assessment of the threats that can be addressed by ULG 
 

Weeds 

To date, the group has tackled the first threat, ‘weeds’, by weeding and planting with more appropriate species.   
This corresponds with Butler’s 2000 report recommendations where he suggests that one of the useful activities for 
landcare groups to be involved in is growing plants, revegetation, maintenance of revegetation and remnants.  
 
At the time of writing this strategy, the status of weeds at Umbagong is as follows: 
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Some weed tree species (especially willow and box elder) are in serious need of consolidation work.  These are 
mostly instream.  It is too big a job for landcare members and will need government contractors to take on this task.  
The group must pressure for this to happen with PCL. 
 
Many woody weeds that were removed are now starting to make a strong comeback in much of the park and it 
seems a good time to focus on consolidation.  For this to happen, we need to ensure at least some members have 
adequate training in cut and dab techniques (in line with current legal and safety requirements).  It could be 
appropriate to consider using the alternative drill and inject technique for some prickly shrubs as this would leave 
them standing so they continue to provide bird habitat.  However, ULG needs more members to assist with this work 
as current numbers are not sufficient.  Note: the Butler report cites woody weed control as a priority activity. 
 
Regarding grassland weeds, Butler notes that elimination is not feasible.  As a group we should therefore identify 
our priority areas for control (Current priorities in line with past management reports are: the rocky outcrop and the 
Blue Devil grassland; given greater membership this could be extended to other remnants, including the area around 
the axe grinding grooves).  Priority species for control, detailed in this report under “Threats” are based on both ACT 
Weeds Strategy and ULG experience.   
 
The approved method of weeding for the group is the Bradley method, advocated by both Crawford and Butler 
reports.  This is also consistent with Butler’s recommendation to prioritise the conservation of remnants (he notes 
that Umbagong was one of the few areas he surveyed along Ginninderra Creek that had original groundstorey 
vegetation). 
 
Grassland weed control is more complex due to differing methods and timing of control.  Using the experience of 
existing group members (notably Rob Cruikshank) and library / internet research, a timetable and suggested control 
method needs to be prepared for these weeds to be used as the basis for planning and working bee timetabling.  
Butler notes that recognition is an issue for some species, particularly weed species such as African Love Grass and 
Chilean Needlegrass (especially when they are not flowering/seeding).  We need to ensure all group members are 
able to identify such species, for both monitoring the problem in various parts of the park and for control. 
 
Planting replacement native species: ULG needs to ensure that the length of the river corridor provides grassland 
and woody grassland habitat.  As discussed above, this type of habitat typically contains fewer shrubs.  Where shrubs 
are planted, they should be on degraded land (eg, currently dominated by phalaris or other exotic species) including 
dense stands of native prickly shrubs (eg, Hakea sericea) to provide nesting birds with protection from feral animals 
and other predators.  Fortunately at Umbagong, there are now some dense stands of prickly natives from plantings 
over the years.  However, more could be planted in some areas of the park.   
 
When planning to plant, weeding and watering follow-up maintenance need to be factored in for up to three years. 
 
A detailed revegetation plan is a priority group activity listed in Butler’s recommendations.  The revegetation plan 
should map:  

 remnants, existing plantings and planned plantings  

 aesthetics and desired creek vistas 

 wildlife needs  
(provide for long term breeding, short term foraging, protective habitat for a range of species: p.27) 

 future tree removals 

 fuel and weed management access (mow & slash equipment) 

 specify where there should be mowing / slashing and where to leave as habitat 

 areas for prescribed burns (see Crawford report p.16) 
 
Butler’s report should be referred to when developing this plan as he has many other suggestions and examples of 
planting plan design. 
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The map should use GPS coordinates so that govt officials and contractors can make sense of the Umbagong 
Revegetation Plan to enable efforts between landcare group and government agencies to be better coordinated.  
Having member(s) of the group with GPS training and equipment would therefore be an advantage.  It would also 
assist the group to record areas it covered in its weed control efforts, assisting in evaluation of activities and 
promoting group achievements. 
 
Special monitoring and follow-up work should be planned when there has been a significant disturbance (eg, control 
burning, large scale weed control event).  To assist with planning, we need to know PCL & other agencies’ work 
schedules in the park. 

 

Ferals 

ULG is not in a position to address the second threat, “Ferals”, other than to plant protective habitat (see weeds and 
revegetation), monitor the situation and inform authorities if a significant problem arises.  
 
For foxes, the only control allowable on public land is fumigation of their dens (which has been done in the past). 
 

 Human Impacts 

ULG could engage in activities that give people an interest in Umbagong so they value it more, and by extension may 
value nature more as a whole.  Activities could include giving talks, guided walks, developing a more comprehensive 
website, updating brochures and improving access to the park. These media could also be used to explain behaviours 
that are detrimental to the park (litter, stormwater pollution, weeds). 
 
Butler agrees that community engagement is an activity that landcare groups should be involved in.  He lists 
“education / awareness / communication (in the form of brochures, updates on creek corridor work, awareness 
raising, weed removal signage, environmental weed education)”.   At present ULG lacks the capacity to do much 
education / awareness / communication but this is an activity it has done in the past through brochures and it could 
engage in this again given sufficient membership and funding.   
 
ULG currently has no website other than a page on GCG’s website.  This is inadequate to promote the park to the 
public.  ULG needs to be able to share information about working bees, wildlife to be found at Umbagong, brochures 
on self-guided walks and management issues.   
 
ULG members are on the spot – if any illegal dumping or bad management practices take place, they are the ones 
first likely to notice and should take the responsibility of reporting it. 
 
One ULG member currently organizes Clean Up Australia Day at Umbagong which is an opportunity to involve the 
local community. 
 
Australian Native Plant Society (ANPS, formerly SGAP) runs an annual plant swap to reduce number of garden 
weeds, which given sufficient membership, we promote.  One option would be to set up a stall in the carpark and/or 
other major access points to the park.  This may attract regular park users and increase their awareness of harmful 
weeds in their gardens.  It could also help to promote ULG and attract members. 
 
The group needs to develop a contact list of symbiotic NGO contacts (eg, COG, FOG, ANPS, Clean Up Australia) who 
can assist us with surveying and other activities.  Also organizations which might be able to assist with funding (eg 
Rotary, Lions), local schools & colleges with compatible curriculum who may be able to grow us plants or give us 
other assistance.   

 

Climate Change 

It is beyond ULG’s scope to address climate change.  However, it can take account of predicted trends when 
preparing an overall vegetation plan.  Plants need to be selected for both hardiness to drought and reduced fire 
hazard.  The revegetaion plan and recommended management regimes also need to consider fuel loads.  However, 
even the best planning and plant selection would do little to prevent a firestorm on the scale of the 2002 bushfires. 
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Government Management  

ULG needs to work towards better coordination (compatible mapping, obtaining PCL work schedules so it can 
dovetail its work plans, applying pressure for work that needs to be done, advising if work was not done to 
standard). 
 
The group needs to develop a contact list of all agencies (and positions / contact numbers) of those who have 
management responsibilities in the park and govt, landcare, waterwatch, wildlife, illegal dumping.  Also lists of 
where we can find scientific advice, funding opportunities & grants.  
 

Landcare group management 

This is an area where ULG has direct control, providing that members agree on perceived threats and action to 
address them – thus a ULG Strategy needs to be developed and endorsed by ULG members.   
 
A strategic plan agreed to by all ULG members would form a basis to planning activities, supporting a catchment-
wide approach.  It needs to be clear what needs to done, why, how to achieve this and by when.  This would give 
greater purpose and focus to activities and will hopefully increase group activity.  The document could also be used 
to promote the group to government agencies, donors and potential new recruits.    
 
In addition to a written strategic plan the group needs an annual workplan to ensure working bees take place and to 
better integrate other volunteer activities such as waterwatch and reporting. 
 
Of great priority is recruitment of more members to carry out work.  A recruitment plan needs to be developed 
leading to greater awareness of who we are, what we do and where Umbagong is.  Possible recruitment activities 
include:  

 Advertising on local public noticeboards (notices need to be professional and enticing – see ‘image’ below) 

 Using events we organize such as Cleanup Australia Day to promote the group 

 Generating interest in the park, eg, via Umbagong Park Guided walks could result in increased membership.   

 ULG has to make sure it has useful things for volunteers to do (ie, annual work plan supported by strategic 
plan).   

 Other incentives that might draw people in include socializing and a sense of community ownership.   

 There needs to be evidence that the group is making a difference: document our past successes.   
  
A more professional “image” is needed.  For example, the group lacks a logo and digitized letterhead.  These would 
be of great use in helping to project a professional image to: prospective members, media, government agencies 
when lobbying. 
 
A comprehensive stakeholder analysis would help the group to explore opportunities for funding, training and 
support that might be available through other community organizations, business, government and education 
institutions.  An up to date list of useful contacts is also needed to enable better communications by any member of 
the group. 
 
A skills assessment needs to be done of the group, describing tasks that need to be done, noting the skills the group 
currently has and the skills it requires for tasks identified.  Skills that would benefit ULG include horticultural (plant 
recognition, weed removal, pesticide, planting, propagation, plant selection), wildlife recognition, survey techniques 
(mapping, GPS, biological survey), website, advocacy, communications, planning, monitoring and evaluating its 
activities, safe work practices and procedures.  If necessary skills are lacking in the ULG membership, ULG should 
encourage members to attend any relevant courses being offered (promoted in GCG newsletter), eg, safe pesticide 
use. 
 
ULG members need to be the “experts” on the subject of Umbagong, with a thorough knowledge of the wildlife and 
river processes and history to pass on to others in the community at Guided Walks.  Regular landcare meetings could 
be used as a learning tool.  For example, between meetings, members could volunteer to research a topic relevant to 
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Umbagong that interests them to “present” at the next meeting.  (useful topics might include grass identification, 
history, bird identification).  This could make meetings more interesting and would “give” to members as well as 
increasing skills.   
 
ULG members need to have access to relevant information.  An Umbagong Library could be developed of relevant 
government publications that impact on management of Umbagong (strategies, surveys, preferred management 
methods) for members to borrow.   A list of these could be distributed to members.  A recommended reference list 
available from the public library could also be distributed (eg wildlife identification books and “The Bradley Method”) 

 
Volunteer safety:  Some of the measures listed below are required by the PCL Volunteers Policy.  Many, but not all, 
are currently implemented: 

 sign on/off procedures are important to ensure volunteers are covered by insurance.  This needs to be 
directed by landcare group conveners to be certain it is done;  

 members need required training in pesticide use (for the safety of ULG members and the public);  

 first aid training is advisable & kits should always be taken on working bees, including the non-standard 
inclusion of a snake bandage;  

 a mobile phone should be taken to summon help;  

 protective equipment should be promoted – sunscreen, clothing, gloves;  

 precautions need to be taken to reduce likelihood of snake encounters.   
 
Current wildlife surveying and water quality monitoring are in line with Butler’s recommendations as useful group 
activities and will assist the group to both promote the park and to evaluate the success of its activities. 

 
The group should restore the practice of preparing an annual report to catchment coordinator as suggested by 
Butler.  While reporting is extra paperwork, it is also a good way of ensuring work is actually done during the year, as 
no-one is proud of an empty report.  It also provides an opportunity to monitor achievements against the strategy 
objectives at least once a year. 
 
Priority Objectives for ULG 

The threats identified for Umbagong and the assessment of how ULG can approach them may be translated to five 
priorities for ULG: improving park management by ULG; improving community awareness of the public’s role in 
conserving park values; improving government management; adequate resourcing of Umbagong Landcare Group; 
and ensuring ULG has a catchment-wide approach.  These objectives and a list of activities to achieve them are 
provided in the logical framework (p.36), which also includes targets and indicators.  
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Stakeholder Analysis for Umbagong Landcare Group 
 

1. Organisations with direct responsibility for Umbagong District Park and/or Umbagong Landcare Group 

Stakeholder Stake/Mandate Potential Role in this Project  
 

Contact Details 

ACT Roads Responsible for cycle paths and 
bridges, stormwater drains, gross 
pollutant trap maintenance 

OH&S or maintenance issues can be 
reported to them. 

Canberra Connect: 13 22 81 

Parks Conservation & Lands (PCL)  
PCL is a branch within the 
Land Management and Planning 
Division of the ACT Government 
Department of Territory and 
Municipal Services (TAMS) 
 

Responsible for the management of 
urban open spaces ranging from 
formal town parks to semi-natural 
open spaces and native grassland 
and woodlands.  
At Umbagong: weeds 
 

PCL can provide landcare groups 
with: 
 

 Loan of tools and equipment; 

 Assistance in obtaining 
plants and seed; 

 Materials for the on-ground 
activities; and 

 Technical information 
 
PCL has also developed 
management plans for places and 
threatened species / ecological 
communities. 

Parks, Conservation and Lands Head Office: 
Phone: 13 22 81 
Postal Address: GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 
Location: Level 8, Macarthur House, 12 Wattle Street, 
Lyneham ACT 2602 
Facsmile:  (02) 6207 2502 
Email: PCLCustomerService@act.gov.au 
 
Litter picking and mowing at Umbagong: Kingsley Grall and 
the Belconnen team 
 
Playgrounds, BBQ’s and furniture at Umbagong: Andrew 

Hudson (Team Leader, Mitchell 0421 144 486 
Andrew.Hudson@act.gov.au);  
 
Illegal activities (eg rock theft, dumping, vandalism): 
city.rangers@act.gov.au   ph:6207 7132 
AFP police enquiry line: 6256 7777 
 
Parkcare & Landcare 
Sally McIntosh (Coordinator) 
ph: (02) 6205 7384 
Email: sally.mcintosh@act.gov.au 
 
ACT Waterwatch Facilitator: 
Tanya Rucosky Noakes 
3rd Floor Annex--EP-Water Unit 
12 Wattle St. 
Lyneham, ACT 2602 
02-6207-2246 
tanya.rucoskynoakes@act.gov.au 
 
ACT Natural Resource Management and Landcare 
Facilitators 
Esther Duffy and Anna Van Dugteren 

mailto:PCLCustomerService@act.gov.au
mailto:Andrew.Hudson@act.gov.au
mailto:city.rangers@act.gov.au
mailto:sally.mcintosh@act.gov.au
mailto:tanya.rucoskynoakes@act.gov.au
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Stakeholder Stake/Mandate Potential Role in this Project  
 

Contact Details 

ph: (02) 6205 2913 or (02) 62052914 mob. 0439 895 019 
Email: esther.duffy@act.gov.au  
Email: anna.vandugteren@act.gov.au  

 
Advice regarding plant species: 
KimDeFranceschi@act.gov.au 
 
Invertebrate pests and weeds: 
Jenny Conolly jenny.conolly@act.gov.au 
Ph: 6207 2511, mob 0407 497 036 
Steve Taylor steve.taylor@act.gov.au 

Ginninderra Catchment Group 
Inc (GCG) 

Dunlop Environment Volunteers 

Friends of Aranda Bushland 

Friends of Mount Painter 

Macgregor Landcare Group 

Mount Rogers Landcare Group 

North Belconnen Landcare Group 

Umbagong Landcare Group 

Friends of the Pinnacle 
 

GCG works in the urban areas of 
Belconnen, West Belconnen, Hall, 
Gunghalin, and the rural areas and 
nature reserves of the Ginninderra 
Creek catchment. 
Priorities include: 

 protecting bush at the edges of 
urban areas 

 restoring native grasslands 

 improving storm water quality 

 environmental restoration of 
degraded areas 

 control of invasive animals and 
plants  

 urban and rural planning and 
development, cultural and 
heritage conservation 

 a comprehensive schools 
education program 

GCG assists administration of grants 
to groups, including handling of 
money.  Can sponsor applications for 
funding and provide small amounts of 
funding for landcare group expenses 
providing they are in line with donor 
priorities and requirements.   
Monthly group meetings provide 
information about catchment-wide 
players and issues and opportunities 
and determine action to be taken if 
required.   
GCG represents its member groups 
at broader regional fora. 

Chair: Lyn Jenkins 
GCG Office: 
PO Box 446, Holt, ACT 2615 
web: www.ginninderralandcare.org.au 
ph: 62783309 
 
Catchment Coordinator - Bonnie Reynolds 
 ph: (02) 6278 3309 email: 
landcare@ginninderralandcare.org.au 
 
Waterwatch Coordinator - Damon Cusack  
ph: (02) 6278 3309 email: 
waterwatch@ginninderralandcare.org.au 
See also:  www.act.waterwatch.org.au 
 
ACT Frogwatch Coordinator - Emma Keightley  
ph: (02) 6278 3309 email: 
waterwatch@ginninderralandcare.org.au 
 

ACT Catchment & Landcare 
Association (CLA) 
 

CLA supports community Landcare 
and environmental action in the ACT.  
It provides a community voice for 
catchment and other related NRM 
organisations to interact and liaise 
with Government. 

Regularly updated, the CLA’s website 
provides relevant information on 
funding opportunities, events, 
newsletters, group achievements, 
government and catchment group 
contacts.  
Many “self” training opportunities to 
learn from local experts. 

www.actlandcare.org.au 
CLA contacts are the ACT landcare coordinators and 
facilitators (see PCL contacts) 
See also National Landcare Network, of which CLA is a 
member, which aims to provide national representation and 
a national voice: 
www.nln.org.au 
 
 

 

mailto:esther.duffy@act.gov.au
mailto:anna.vandugteren@act.gov.au
mailto:KimDeFranceschi@act.gov.au
mailto:jenny.conolly@act.gov.au
mailto:steve.taylor@act.gov.au
http://www.ginninderralandcare.org.au/
mailto:landcare@ginninderralandcare.org.au
mailto:waterwatch@ginninderralandcare.org.au
http://www.act.waterwatch.org.au/
mailto:waterwatch@ginninderralandcare.org.au
http://www.actlandcare.org.au/
http://www.nln.org.au/
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2. Synergistic Organisations  

Stakeholder Stake/Mandate Potential Role in this Project  
 

Contact Details 

Greening Australia (GA) To engage the community in 
vegetation management to protect 
and restore the health, diversity and 
productivity of Australian landscapes. 

GA’s River Recovery initiative: With 
22 000km of Australian rivers in 
urgent need of repair, Greening 
Australia's goal is to restore over 10 
000 km of degraded rivers over the 
next 20 years. To date we have 
restored over 600 kilometres of 
degraded rivers (Jul 2010).  There is 
no funding for Ginninderra catchment, 
however, could be a project if funding 
became available. 

Good Neighbours program: 
targeted properties in areas fringing 
the ACT.  The program has been 
completed, however it is the type of 
joint project that could be done with 
GCG if funding became available. 
 
“An on-site meeting can be arranged 
as well as funding assistance for 
fencing and revegetation. There is a 
land manager in-kind contribution 
(generally labour, i.e. planting, 
erecting fences etc). The site must be 
managed for conservation for 10 
years.” 

Greening Australia has a funding 
scheme called ACT Land Keepers – 
Veglink to assist community groups 
and rural land managers with 
tubestock, tree guards or seed, to re-
establish and protect native 
vegetation.  
 
GA also provides advice or grows 
tubestock for you if you have already 
collected the seed. 
 
In regard to training, GA runs many 
different events during the course of 
the year, including propagation 
(Spring/Summer), seed collecting 
(Summer), planting 
(Autumn/Winter/Spring), nursery 
volunteers (every Wednesday 
morning), Green Team volunteers 
(Thursdays half day). These activities 
provide an opportunity to learn about 
the various activities and to talk to our 
nursery/seed bank managers and 
gain further information. 

River Recovery initiative: 
Ginninderra Creek is not a key 
waterway and it would need specific 
funding – however, some sections of 
it are certainly degraded and GCG 
could volunteer to partner with GA to 
help reach the 10,000 km target. 

Good neighbours: (NB: would 
require a source of funding) 
could be useful for lower GC where 
there are issues between ACT & 
NSW property owners near 
Ginninderra Falls.  
 

Greening Australia Capital Region Office and Nursery 
Angela Calliess 
Project Officer 
Greening Australia Capital Region 
1 Kubura Place Aranda ACT 
PO Box 538 Jamison Centre ACT 2614 
Phone 6253 3035   
Fax 6253 3145   
Mobile 0413 921 281 
acalliess@act.greeningaustralia.org.au 
 
www.greeningaustralia.org.au 
 
 
 

Canberra Ornithologists Group To encourage interest in, and develop Birds are an indicator of environment The Secretary, 

mailto:acalliess@act.greeningaustralia.org.au
http://www.greeningaustralia.org.au/
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Stakeholder Stake/Mandate Potential Role in this Project  
 

Contact Details 

(COG) 
 

knowledge of, the birds of the 
Canberra region;  

To promote and co-ordinate the study 
of birds  

To promote the conservation of native 
birds and their habitat.  
 

health and with the assistance of 
COG, ULG has conducted a year-
long study of birds found at 
Umbagong.  This is a good baseline 
to compare with other years.  COG 
can provide survey forms to ensure 
data is compatible and it has great 
bird identification resources. 

COG 
PO Box 301 
CIVIC SQUARE ACT 2608 
 
cogoffice@canberrabirds.org.au 
http://canberrabirds.org.au/ 
 

Friends of Grasslands (FOG) 
 

A key aim of Friends of Grasslands 
(FoG) is to encourage conservation of 
natural grassy ecosystems, such as 
natural grasslands (essentially 
treeless areas), and woodlands and 
forests where grasses and wildflowers 
dominate the ground storey. 

Umbagong has some listed grassland 
sites and protection of grassland is an 
objective of ULG. 

FOG has good resources on 
grassland species restoration, and 
identification that can assist us.  
Activities include workshops, 
presentations, on ground works.  
Membership $20 
 

Friends of Grasslands 
PO Box 987 
Civic Square ACT 2608 
Australia.  
info@fog.org.au 
http://www.fog.org.au/ 
see also  
Australian Network for Plant Conservation Inc which 
runs courses and workshops related to grassland 
management 
http://www.anbg.gov.au/anpc/ 

Cleanup Australia 
 

To inspire and work with communities 
to clean up, fix up and conserve our 
environment. 

Can register Umbagong as a clean up 
site. 

The organization supplies rubbish 
bags and organizes pickup of rubbish.   

Cleanup Day is well advertised and 
ULG must make sure it is included. 

Opportunity to enlist new ULG 
members.   

Clean Up Australia Day (Toll Free)   
1800 CUA DAY / 1800 282 329 
cleanup@cleanup.com.au 
 
Clean Up Australia Ltd 
PO Box R725 
Royal Exchange NSW 1225 
www.cleanup.org.au/au 
 
Pollution Incident or Illegal Dumping  
Ph: 13 22 81 
 

Scientific research & educational 
institutions 

 
CSIRO 
 
ANU (Fenner School of 
Environment & Society) 
 
University of Canberra 
(Environment Faculty) 
 

All of these have environment 
curricula and/or research programs 

Good sources of information and 
expertise. 

University projects based on site 
could benefit ULG as well as student / 
researcher studies.   

CSIRO 
Ph: 1300 363 400 
Enquiries@csiro.au  
http://www.csiro.au/ 

Black Mountain Laboratories, Clunies Ross St 
Entomology Ph: 02 6246 4001 
Land & Water Ph: 02 6246 5700 
Plant Industry Ph: 02 6246 4911 
Water for a Healthy Country Flagship Ph: 02 6246 4572 
 
Barton Hwy, Ginninderra 

mailto:cogoffice@canberrabirds.org.au
http://canberrabirds.org.au/
mailto:info@fog.org.au?subject=Inquiry%20from%20FoG%20website
http://www.fog.org.au/
mailto:cleanup@cleanup.com.au
http://www.cleanup.org.au/au
http://www.csiro.au/org/Contact.html
http://www.csiro.au/
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Stakeholder Stake/Mandate Potential Role in this Project  
 

Contact Details 

CIT (conservation & land 
management; horticulture) 

Plant Industry Ph: 02 6230 2229 
 
Bellenden St, Crace 
Sustainable Ecosystems Ph: 02 6242 1600 
 
Banks St, Yarralumla 
Sustainable Ecosystems Ph: 02 6281 8211 
Plant Industry Ph: 02 6281 8211 
 
University of Canberra 

6201 5111 

http://www.canberra.edu.au/faculties/science/environmental 
 
ANU 
6125 5111 
http://fennerschool.anu.edu.au/ 
 
CIT 
GPO Box 826 Canberra ACT 2601 
Ph 6207 3100 
http://www.cit.act.edu.au/ 
 

Australian Native Plants Society, 
Canberra (ANPS) 

The Society is a non-profit, voluntary 
organisation dedicated to the growing, 
conservation, preservation, promotion 
and appreciation of Australian native 
plants. 
The society sells plants grown by 
members at plant sales (March & 
October) and maintains a seedbank 
which is available to members. 
ANPS currently has two conservation 
projects: 

 Weed Swap every 6 months  
involves the distribution of native 
plants in return for environmental 
weeds removed from gardens. 

 Pamphlet on indigenous 
gardens  

To encourage individual gardeners to 
plant local native plants grown from 
local seed into suburban gardens.  
The project 'Local Native Plants for 

Environmental weeds are a significant 
park threat.  Planting gardens with 
locally native species can reduce this 
threat.  ULG support of ANPS 
initiatives will benefit Umbagong. 

Also a potential source of local plants. 

PO Box 217, Civic Square ACT 2608 
Email: http://nativeplants-canberra.asn.au/contactus.aspx 
 

http://fennerschool.anu.edu.au/
http://www.cit.act.edu.au/
http://nativeplants-canberra.asn.au/contactus.aspx
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Stakeholder Stake/Mandate Potential Role in this Project  
 

Contact Details 

Local Gardens' aims to educate 
people about local native plants and 
ensure there is a supply of local 
provenance plants for sale and 
distribution. 

Australian National Botanic 
Gardens (ANBG) 

Growing, studying and promoting 
Australia's flora   
 

Australian National Herbarium at the 
Centre for Plant Biodiversity 
Research provides plant 
identifications and advice on most 
botanical subjects.  

Plant identification services free for 
non-commercial enquiries by 
members of the general public and 
amateur organizations. Batches must 
be less than ten specimens. 
 

Clunies Ross Street, Black Mountain, Canberra  
GPO Box 1777 , Canberra , ACT, 2601  
 
Tel: 02 - 6250 9540  
email: anbg-info@anbg.gov.au  

 

Field Naturalists' Association of 
Canberra Inc (FNAC) 

Its aim is to foster interest in natural  
history by means of meetings and 
regular field outings. 

Potential source of advice and 
information on flora & fauna at 
Umbagong.  Invite FNAC members to 
give guided walks? 

 

http://www.fieldnatscanberra.com/ 
Meetings: First Thursday of each month 
7.30 pm  
Venue:  Division of Botany and Zoology, Building 116, 
Daley Road, Australian National University, Canberra 
GPO Box 249, Canberra City, ACT, 2601 

Canberra Environment and 
Sustainability Resource Centre 
 

To support the community of 
Canberra and the South East region 
in the advancement of the principles 
of ecological sustainability and 
environmental protection through 
knowledge, education, information 
and practical application. 

Has an environmental reference 
library, including newspaper clippings.  
Promotes community action on issues 
relevant to the group such as water 
use.   

Address: 
Corner Lawson Crescent and Lennox Crossing 
Acton, ACT 2601 
 
Post: 
GPO Box 1875, Canberra, ACT 2601 
 
ph:  02 6248 0885 
Email:  info@ecoaction.com.au 

Australian Society of Herpetologists 
(Incorporated) 
 

To promote the scientific study of 
amphibians and reptiles; 

To provide opportunities for 
discussion and dissemination of 
information among its members by 
appropriate means, including 
meetings and publications; and 

To take an active interest in the 
conservation of amphibians and 

To date, not much has been done on 
surveying reptiles at Umbagong.  This 
group could assist. 

John Wombey, Secretary, 
Australian Society of Herpetologists, 
c/- CSIRO Wildlife and Ecology,  
PO Box 84, Lyneham, ACT 2602,  
Australia. 
Email: J.Wombey@dwe.csiro.au 

mailto:anbg-info@anbg.gov.au
http://www.fieldnatscanberra.com/
mailto:%20J.Wombey@dwe.csiro.au
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reptiles. 

 

Volunteering ACT  Volunteering ACT is committed to 
enabling individuals to engage in 
satisfying and fulfilling volunteer 
activities, having regard to volunteers' 
rights and responsibilities, and 
supporting and resourcing agencies in 
maintaining best management 
practice.  

Volunteering ACT enables 
organisations to recruit suitable 
volunteers. 

Charges for membership (individuals 
$30; organisations $75 - $150). 

Volunteering ACT Inc  
PO Box 48  
Belconnen ACT 2616  
T: 02 6251 4060  
www.volunteeract.org.au  

Email: referral@volunteeract.org.au   

Conservation Volunteers Australia 
(CVA) 
 

Through it’s Better Earth program, 
CVA coordinates and manages teams 
of volunteers to assist labour 
intensive community based 
conservation projects across 
Australia. CVA aims to assist 
Landcare groups, Catchment groups, 
Park Care groups, National Parks and 
Reserves, farmers, councils and 
anyone who manages land by 
providing teams of volunteers to carry 
out on-ground works. These works 
include Bush regeneration, fencing, 
tree planting, wetland, revitalisation, 
walking track construction, flora and 
fauna surveys, weed removal and 
heritage conservation. 

Labour for working bees.   

Cost $660 per day (includes 5-10 
volunteers and qualified team leader, 
their transport and insurance and 
basic tools.  ULG would have to 
supply materials (eg, trees, mulch, 
specialised tools).   

Need to fill out project proposal form. 

Drew English, regional manager, 
Southern NSW/ACT Region 
denglish@conservationvolunteers.com.au 
 
CVA Canberra office: 

Unit 4, Lower Ground  
Ethos House 
28-36 Ainslie Avenue 
CIVIC SQUARE ACT 2600 

Postal address 
PO BOX 1072 
CIVIC SQUARE ACT 2608 

Phone 02 6247 7770 
Fax 02 6247 7900 
canberra@conservationvolunteers.com.au 
www.conservationvolunteers.com.au 

 

3. Organisations one step removed from ULG, with a regional focus, some providing broader strategic direction  

Stakeholder Stake/Mandate Potential Role in this Project  
 

Contact Details 

 
ACT Groups (not listed as 
members of catchment groups) 

Mt Ainslie Weeders 
Oakley Hill Park Care Group 
Watson Woodlands Working 

 

Parkcare Groups, in italics, operate in 
nature reserves as opposed to 
landcare groups which operate in 
areas designated urban open space.   

 

None identified but similar objectives 
& modus operandi to ULG 

 
 

mailto:denglish@conservationvolunteers.com.au
http://www.conservationvolunteers.com.au/
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Group 
Cotter Road Landcare Group 
Park Carers of South 

Murrumbidgee 
Friends of Googong 
Fenner-FOG grassy ecosystem 

restoration 
 

Southern Catchment Group Inc 
Birrigai 
Farrer Ridge Parkcare Group 
Orana School 
Gudgenby Bush Regeneration 

Group 
Hughes Garran Parkcare Group 
Fisher Parkland Landcare 

Group 
Isaacs Ridge / Mt Mugga 

Mugga Parkcare 
Lanyon High School 
Mt Taylor Parkcare Group 
Minders of Tuggeranong 

Homestead  
Friends of Tidbinbilla 
Concerned Residents of West 

Kambah 
Jackie Howe Roastabouts 
Cooleman Ridge Parkcare 

Group 
Red Hill Regernerators 
Friends of Urambi Hills 
Illoura horse Owners Group 
Freshford Equestrian Centre 
Friends of Tuggeranong Hill & 

Condor Wetlands 

The Southern ACT Catchment Group 
operates in the southern areas of the 
ACT covering Woden, Weston Creek, 
Tuggeranong, Tharwa, Tidbinbilla and 
Namadgi national parks, and the rural 
leases. 

Training opportunities 

Relevant information on website 

Chair: Glenys Patulny 

Catchment Coordinator - Steve Welch ph: (02) 6296 6400 
email: info@sactcg.org.au 
 
Waterwatch Coordinator - Martin Lind ph: (02)6296 6400 
email: waterwatch@sactcg.org.au 
Website: www.sactcg.org.au 

Molonglo Catchment Group Inc 
Burra Landcare 
Captains Flat Landcare 
Carwoola Landcare 
Friends of Mt Majura 
Hoskinstown Landcare 
Queanbeyan Landcare 
Royalla Landcare 
Sullivans Creek Catchment 

The Molonglo Catchment Group 
works largely in NSW and covers the 
catchments of the Molonglo and 
Queanbeyan Rivers, Jerrabomberra 
Creek and the urban areas of inner 
Canberra and Queanbeyan. 

Training opportunities 

Relevant information on website 

Chair: Lynton Boyd 
Website: www.molonglocatchment.com.au 
 
Catchment Coordinator - Andy Westcott ph: (02) 6299 2119 
email: coordinator@molonglocatchment.com.au 
 
Waterwatch Coordinator - Steve Skinner ph: (02) 6299 2119 
email: waterwatch@molonglocatchment.com.au 
 

http://www.sactcg.org.au/
mailto:info@sactcg.org.au
mailto:waterwatch@sactcg.org.au
http://www.sactcg.org.au/
http://www.molonglocatchment.com.au/
http://www.molonglocatchment.com.au/
mailto:coordinator@molonglocatchment.com.au
mailto:waterwatch@molonglocatchment.com.au
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Group Inc 
 

Project Officer: Vanessa Keyzer ph: (02) 6299 2119 email: 
projects@molonglocatchment.com.au 
 

The ACT NRM Council 

(its secretariat is commonly known 
as “the NRM Team”) 

The ACT NRM Council works with the 
ACT and Australian governments to 
deliver national natural resource 
management funding programs in the 
ACT. The ACT Government 
established the ACT NRM Council as 
a non-statutory advisory committee to 
the Minister for the Environment, 
Climate Change, Energy and Water in 
2006. 
 
The 3 catchment groups are partners 
of the NRM Council. 

The council has published the NRM 
plan for the ACT (Nov 2009) called 
“Bush Capital Legacy”.  The 
development of this plan was a 
responsibility delegated to the Council 
in line with NHT, NAP and Caring for 
our Country Bilateral Agreements. 

This plan can help ULG determine 
ACT Government funding and 
management priorities.  It could also 
be of use in advocacy. 

John Feint,  Executive Officer   
email: john.feint@act.gov.au  
Felicity Webb, Council Secretary  
ph: 02-6207 2237  
fax: 02-6207 2244  
email: felicity.webb@act.gov.au  
 
Address: 
Level 4 Macarthur House  
12 Wattle Street  
Lyneham ACT  
 
GPO Box 158 
Canberra ACT 2601  
Email actnrmcouncil@act.gov.au 

Murrumbidgee Catchment 
Management Authority (CMA)  

The Murrumbidgee Catchment 
Management Authority (CMA) 
delivers funding from the NSW and 
Australian Governments to help land 
managers improve and restore the 
natural resources of the catchment. 

 

The ACT is in the Murrumbidgee 
Catchment.  However, the CMA is a 
NSW statutory authority and it 
services the NSW parts of the 
catchment.  

Each of the 3 catchment groups in the 
ACT straddles the ACT/NSW border, 
necessitating good working 
relationships between the 
Murrumbidgee CMA and the ACT 
NRM Council (of which GCG is a 
partner). 

Murrumbidgee Catchment Management Authority 
 
Level 1, 43-45 Johnston Street 
(PO Box 5224) 
Wagga Wagga 
NSW 2650  
Fax: (02) 6932 3269 
 
murrumbidgee@cma.nsw.gov.au  
 www.murrumbidgee.cma.nsw.gov.au 

Upper Murrumbidgee Catchment 
Coordinating Committee 

The Upper Murrumbidgee Catchment 
Coordinating Committee is a 
community-based organisation made 
up of agencies and groups that are 
responsible for natural resource 
management in the upper 
Murrumbidgee catchment. The 
UMCCC operates as a regional cross-
border network to enhance 
communication between agencies 
and groups in NSW and the 
Australian Capital Territory which lie 
wholly within the upper catchment of 

GCG is a member of this committee. 

The UMCCC coordinates policy and 
funding submissions and 
communication activities. Bi-monthly 
meetings are held in different 
locations in the upper catchment and 
cover reports about current 
government and community NRM 
activities, topical presentations by 
guest speakers and field trips to NRM 

Facilitator: Pauline Carder  

ph: 02-6207 2999  

email: pauline.carder@act.gov.au  
Street address: Macarthur House 12 Wattle St Lyneham 
ACT 2602  

Postal address: P.O.Box 1348 Dickson ACT 2602  

Website: http://umccc.org.au/  

mailto:projects@molonglocatchment.com.au
mailto:john.feint@act.gov.au
mailto:felicity.webb@act.gov.au
mailto:actnrmcouncil@act.gov.au
mailto:murrumbidgee@cma.nsw.gov.au
http://www.murrumbidgee.cma.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:pauline.carder@act.gov.au
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the Murrumbidgee River. The upper 
catchment of the Murrumbidgee River 
is above the Burrunjuck Dam wall. 

project sites. 

The website advertises local events 
and public submissions of interest to 
landcare groups.  

Murrumbidgee Landcare Inc (MLi) 

 

Murrumbidgee Landcare Inc (MLi) is a 
grass roots, umbrella organisation 
representing landcare in the 
Murrumbidgee catchment. The Chairs 
of the 15 Landcare Networks in the 
catchment, 12 in NSW and 3 in ACT, 
make up the committee of MLi.  

The key priorities of MLi are: 

 To support the landcare networks 

 To encourage strategic alliances 
for the implementation of 
landcare initiatives 

 To promote landcare to the wider 
community and in particular to 
encourage young people to 
engage in landcare activities 

 

GCG is one of the 15 organisations 
represented by MLi, and by extension 
ULG. 

Office 19 
Wagga Business Enterprise Centre 
66-70 Coleman Street 
Wagga Wagga 

P.O.Box 710 
Wagga Wagga 
NSW 2650 
fax. 02 6925 7807 
mob. 0431 953 778 

email: mloffice@murrumbidgeelandcare.asn.au 
 

Upper Murrumbidgee Landcare 
Committee (UMLC) 

The UMLC was formed in 1995 as an 
umbrella group for the Landcare 
groups in the upper part of the 
catchment. The UMLC covers an area 
of 6,500 square kilometres, from 
Nimmitabel in the south to 
Queanbeyan in the north and 
Adaminaby in the west to Numeralla 
in the east. 

There are seventeen Landcare 
groups in the network and the main 
natural resource issues that they 
focus on in this area are weed 
invasion, stream bank and gully 
erosion and declining remnant 
vegetation. 

While the Ginninderra catchment is in 
the broader Upper Murrumbidgee 
catchment, UMLC operates outside 
the ACT 

Tony Robinson, Chair 
229 Mt Livingstone Rd 
Michelago NSW 2620 
Email: robsinczt@bigpond.com 
 
Upper Murrumbidgee Landcare Committee 
PO Box 1573 
FYSHWICK ACT 2609 
email: coordinator@umlc.org.au 

mailto:mloffice@murrumbidgeelandcare.asn.au
mailto:robsinczt@bigpond.com
mailto:coordinator@umlc.org.au
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Kosciuszko to Coast (K2C) A community partnership established 
to help landholders reconnect isolated 
woodlands and grasslands between 
Kosciuszko and Namadgi National 
Parks and the coastal forests of the 
Far South Coast 

Ginninderra Catchment is to the north 
of K2C’s focus area (the E-W band 
between Cooma & Queanbeyan).  
However, it is relevant to other ACT 
Catchment Groups, Molonglo and 
Southern. 

Some relevant publications are 
available for download. 

www.k2c.org.au 
facilitator@k2c.org.au 

National Landcare Forum  National landcare conference with 
speakers, fieldtrips.   
 

GCG has offered to sponsor 
members to attend in the past. 

National Landcare Forum Secretariat: 
HI Event Management 
PO Box 12563 
George Street Post Shop 
Brisbane  QLD  4003 
Ph:  
Fax: 07 3210 1606 
Email: events@hievents.com.au 
 

 The Australian Landcare Council The Council was reactivated on16 
December 2009  

A ministerial advisory body on 
Landcare and natural resource 
management. It operates under the 
Commonwealth Natural Resources 
Management (Financial Assistance) 
Act 1992.   

The Council will also support the 
development of the Australian 
Framework for Landcare, a 
community framework to ensure the 
Landcare movement thrives into the 
future.  

The Council will work collaboratively 
with community, farmers, Indigenous 
land managers and urban groups to 
facilitate sustainable natural resource 
management solutions. 
 

May have an impact on how landcare 
is funded and what will be funded. 

Chair of the Council: Kim Chance (a former minister for 
agriculture in Western Australia) 
www.daff.gov.au/landcare 
 

mailto:facilitator@k2c.org.au?subject=K2C%20Project%20Info
mailto:events@hievents.com.au
http://www.comlaw.gov.au/ComLaw/Legislation/ActCompilation1.nsf/all/search/A58E75750738E65BCA257156002158E7
http://www.comlaw.gov.au/ComLaw/Legislation/ActCompilation1.nsf/all/search/A58E75750738E65BCA257156002158E7
http://www.comlaw.gov.au/ComLaw/Legislation/ActCompilation1.nsf/all/search/A58E75750738E65BCA257156002158E7
http://www.daff.gov.au/landcare
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Schools located in Ginninderra 
Catchment 
 

Latham Primary School 
Macgregor Primary School 
Charnwood-Dunlop  Primary 
St Thomas Aquinas Primary, 

Charnwood 
Kingsford Smith, Holt (K-10) 
Cranleigh School, Holt 
Holt Primary 
Higgins Primary 
Southern Cross Primary, Scullin 
Florey Primary 
St Francis Xavier College, 

Florey 
St John the Apostle Primary, 

Florey 
Copland College, Melba 
Melba High 
St Matthews Primary, Page 
Mt Rogers Community School 

Melba 
St Monicas Primary, Evatt 
Miles Franklin Primary, Evatt 
Evatt Primary 
Giralang Primary 
Lake Ginninderra College, 

Belconnen 
Kaleen Primary (Ashburton Cct) 
Kaleen High 
St Michaels Primary, Kaleen 
Maribyrnong Primary, Kaleen 

(Alberga St) 
Radford College, Bruce 
Aranda Primary 
Hawker Primary 
Hawker College 
Belconnen High, Hawker 
Weetangera Primary 
Canberra High, Macquarie 
Macquarie Primary 
St Vincent de Paul Catholic 

 

Education of school age children, 
including environmental and science 
education.  
 
Environmental education is also 
supported by the Australian 
Sustainable Schools Initiative, ACT 
 

 
 
Schools in closest proximity to 
Umbagong are highlighted.   
 
ULG has had a close relationship with 
Latham Primary School in the past, 
using the school as a venue for 
meetings and assisting with the 
establishment of the school’s native 
garden.   
 
One of ULG aims is greater 
awareness to improve stewardship.  
Supporting school environmental 
education programs is compatible 
with this. 
 
Potential involvement in awareness 
projects such as riverside schools 
photographic competition in the 
Catchment. 
 
Schools could assist us with growing 
plants, planting, small research 
projects (eg waterwatch). 
 
Caveat: would need to be compatible 
with school curriculum. 
 
 

 
Latham Primary: Robina Jeffs 
robina.jeffs@ed.act.edu.au 
 
Australian Sustainable Schools Initiative, ACT 
http://www.sustainableschools.act.gov.au 
 
 

mailto:robina.jeffs@ed.act.edu.au
http://www.sustainableschools.act.gov.au/
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Primary, Aranda 
Aranda Primary 
Gold Creek, Nicholls (K-10) 
Holy Spirit Primary, Nicholls 
Palmerston District Primary 
Ngunnawal Primary 
Burgmann Anglican, Gunghalin 
Amaroo Primary 
Good Shepherd Catholic 

Primary, Amaroo 
 

Youth Groups located in 
Ginninderra Catchment 
 
The Scouts Association, ACT 

Charnwood 
Macgregor 
Fraser 
Evatt 
Giralang 
Kaleen 
Belconnen 
Page 
Macquarie 
Aranda 
Gunghalin 
Amaroo 

 
Guides ACT 

Charnwood 
Spence 
Hawker 

 

To contribute to the education of 
young people, through a value system 
based on the Promise and Law, to 
help build a better world, where 
people are self fulfilled as individuals 
and play a constructive role in society. 
 
Core values adhered to include: 
The importance of individuals and the 
community adopting a lifestyle that 
allows ecologically sustainable 
development through preventing 
environmental overload, 
environmental degradation and 
resource depletion. 
 
The importance of mutual support and 
help between members of a 
community to maximise the quality of 
life for all. 
 
Scouts Australia is an environmental 
partner of both Landcare Australia 
and Clean Up Australia. 
 
Girl Guides have similar 
environmental values and activities  

 

Natural partners for on ground 
environmental activities such as 
planting, waterwatch, frogwatch 

The Scouts Association, ACT 
89 Kitchener St, Garran 
Ph: 6282 5211 
Tillyard Drive, Charnwood 
Osburn Dr, Macgregor 
Tillyard Dr, Fraser 
Heydon Crescent, Evatt 
Maribynong Avenue, Kaleen 
Lachlan Street, Macquarie 
Burkitt St, Page 
Beissel Street, Belconnen 
Cnr Gungahlin Drive and The Valley Way, Gunghalin 
 
Guides ACT 
Tillyard Drive, Charnwood 
Ph: 6258 6600 
Dunkley Place, Spence  
Ph 6259 2997 
Wallhallow St , Hawker 
Ph: 6254 5272 
 

Aboriginal Groups 
 

Buru Ngunawal Aboriginal 
Corporation 

 

These four groups are RAOs in the 

 

Umbagong is on Ngunnawal land 

 
Buru Ngunawal Aboriginal Corporation 
4 Gasking Close 
Dunlop ACT 2615 
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Consultative Body Aboriginal 

Corporation on Indigenous 
Land & Artefacts in the 
Ngunnawal Area 

 
Little Gudgenby Tribal Council 
 
Ngarigu Currawong Clan 

 
 
 

ACT (Representative Aboriginal 
Organisations) 

Ngarigu Currawong Clan: 
“Descendants of Old Mundy inclusive 
of the Wolgal people have attempted 
to secure recognition of their ancestry 
and culture within their clan lands, 
Currawong / Wollondibbi, for the past 
twenty years.  
 
Current action seeks to define the 
Ngarigu Dialect Boundary through the 
Federal Court.   
 
River and Marsh systems were 
available from Ginninderra Falls in the 
North to the lower Snowy in the 
South.” 

 

(Umbagong was chosen as the name 
for the park as it is the Ngunnawal 
word meaning axe).   

Axe grinding grooves are found at 
Umbagong – there is potential for a 
joint project with Aboriginal group(s) 
to create an Aboriginal garden close 
to the site and / or signage (though 
vandalism may be an issue).   

Umbagong is also in close proximity 
to Ginninderra Falls, referred to on 
the Ngarigu website. 

Contact: Wally Bell, Tyrone Bell, Karen Denny 
 
Consultative Body on Indigenous Land and Artefacts in 
the Ngunawal Area 
85 Barracks Flat Drive 
Queanbeyan NSW 2620  
Contact: Tina Brown, for her father Carl Brown 
 
Little Gudgenby River Tribal Council 
16 McNamara St 
Pearce ACT 2607 
Contact: Matilda House, Michelle House, Joe House, 
Tianna House 
 
Ngarigu Currawong Clan 
6 Buckman Place 
Melba ACT 2615 
http://www.ngarigu.com.au/nat_title.html 
Contact: Tony Boyé (Chair) 
 
Government Indigenous NRM Facilitator 
Jo Donovan 
Ph: 02 6205 9043 
Email: jo.donovan@act.gov.au 
 

Church Groups located in close 
proximity to Umbagong 
 
Charnwood:  

St Barnabas Anglican 
St Thomas Aquinas, Catholic 

 
Holt:  

St John the Apostle, Catholic 
St James Anglican 

Many christians value nature as it is 
refreshes the  spirit and is conducive 
to quiet contemplation. 

In the past, church groups have 
volunteered to assist on planting days 
or clean up days. 

St Barnabas, Charnwood, ph 6258 6088 
St Thomas Aquinas, Charnwood, ph: 6258 1563 
St John the Apostle, Holt, ph: 6254 3236 
St James, Holt,  ph: 6254 3821 

Lions Clubs, Australia Lions Clubs are part of community life 
in the cities and in the country, with 
the motto 'We Serve'. Clubs may 
either provide service or raise money 
for their community.  

Most of the money raised goes back 
into the community, either directly or 
indirectly through National and 

Opportunity to involve community. 

Media opportunity to time tree 
planting activities with national 
events.   

Lions Tree Day Coordinator, Bryan Pirie  
lions@planetark.org  
Lions Clubs Belconnen 
6 Beaurepaire Cres, Holt  
Ph: 6254 4013 
 
Planet Ark National Tree Day hotline: 1300 88 5000 
http://treeday.planetark.org/ 
 

http://www.ngarigu.com.au/nat_title.html
mailto:jo.donovan@act.gov.au
mailto:lions@planetark.org
http://treeday.planetark.org/
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International Projects.  

Lions has been an official supporter of 
National Tree Day for nine years.  

As well as providing helping hands, 
Lions Clubs put on barbecues at 
hundreds of tree planting sites around 
the country. The organisation 
continues to promote National Tree 
Day to its members through The Lion 
magazine, state newsletters and via a 

dedicated Tree Day website.  
Rotary Australia 

 
Rotary is a volunteer organization of 
business and professional leaders 
who provide humanitarian service, 
and help to build goodwill and peace 
in the world. 

Funding for projects.  These tend to 
be humanitarian projects rather than 
environment related.  Canberra clubs 
have a program sponsoring students 
to do water management courses. 

Ginninderra Rotary President  
Pauline Hore    
6254 8272    
0404 004 095  
horphi@gmail.com 
Address: PO BOX 372, BELCONNEN ACT 2617  
 
Club Meets: Tuesday 6.00pm for 6.30pm at the West 
Belconnen Leagues Club, Hardwick Cres HOLT 
 
Belconnen Rotary President 
Len Glare    
62543955      
glare@homemail.com.au 
Address: PO Box 76, Jamison Centre, ACT, 2614 
 
Club Meets: Wednesday 6.00pm for 6.30pm at Southern 
Cross Club Jamison, Cnr Catchpole and Bowman Sts 
Macquarie, ACT 
www.rotaryaustralia.org.au 
http://www.rotaryd9710.org.au/ 
 

Landcare Australia Limited 
 

A not-for-profit company to promote 
and sponsor Australia's landcare 
movement. 

 raises funds to help landcare 
groups carry out local fundraising 
and awareness-raising activities 

Can register your group in the 
landcare directory.      

Particularly useful to gain information 
on large corporate sponsors and 
potential funding opportunities. 

Head Office – Sydney 
Landcare Australia Limited 
PO Box 5666 
West Chatswood NSW 1515 
Level 1, 6 Help St 
Chatswood NSW 2067  
 
Ph:  1800 151 105 

mailto:horphi@gmail.com
mailto:glare@homemail.com.au
http://www.rotaryaustralia.org.au/
http://www.rotaryd9710.org.au/
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 assists businesses to work with 
local communities on 
environmental and sustainable 
agriculture repair projects, 
providing corporate funds, staff 
and in-kind resources 

 raises sponsorship from the 
corporate sector 

 runs campaigns such as National 
Landcare Week, Coastcare 
Week and the National Landcare 
Awards, and coordinates special 
landcare projects 

 produces the Australian 
Landcare magazine. 

Media opportunities – eg events to 
coincide with National Landcare 
Week in September 

Fax: 02 9412 1060 
 
enquiries@landcareaustralia.com.au 
http://www.landcareonline.com/ 
 
 

 

5. Media 
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Newspapers: The Canberra Times 
and The Chronicle 

 

The Chronicle reports on local 
community news and publishes 
landcare related articles.   

Good for awareness raising on issues 
we are addressing, on ULG to 
increase membership and to publicise 
events. 

Meredith Clisby – Chronicle Reporter who regularly reports 
on landcare matters 
Carmen McIntosh – Chronicle Reporter 
 
The Canberra Times & The Chronicle: 
9 Pirie StreetFyshwickACT2609 
Phone:  6280 2122 
 
Postal Address: PO Box 7155, Canberra Mail Centre ACT 
2610 
www.canberratimes.com.au 
 
Send Us Your News Tips / Media Releases 
media.release@canberratimes.com.au 
news@chronicle.com.au 
 

Radio 2XX  (FM98.3) 

ABC 666 

2XX has a Radio Landcare Program 
each Tuesday morning at 9:00 am  

ABC 666 has a volunteering segment 

Advertise the group and events that 
require volunteers. 

Community Radio 2XXfm 
PO Box 812 
CANBERRA ACT 2601 
 
Suite 3.01 

mailto:enquiries@landcareaustralia.com.au
http://www.landcareonline.com/
http://www.canberratimes.com.au/
http://www.canberratimes.com.au/feedback.aspx?data_id=1313
mailto:news@chronicle.com.au
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on, every Monday at 10.30am, with 
Volunteering ACT.  

Griffin Centre 
Genge Street, Civic 
(between Bunda St and Braddon) 
 
Office: 62 300 100 
Studio: 6247 4400 (call when presenters aren't talking - 
they may not answer)  
Fax: 6248 5560  
 info@2xxfm.org.au 
 
Office hours Monday - Friday 10am - 3pm 
 

 

6. Political support and advocacy 
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ACT Politicians representing 
Ginninderra or with relevant 
portfolios  

Mary Porter, Member for 
Ginninderra Labor MLA 
 
Meredith Hunter, Member for 
Ginninderra Greens MLA 
 
Shane Rattenbury (Greens: 
portfolio includes   Environment, 
Climate Change & Water ) 
 
Caroline le Couteur (Greens MLA: 
portfolio includes: Territory & 
Municipal Services Arts & Heritage) 
 
Simon Corbell MLA: Labor Minister 
for the Environment, Water and 
Climate Change 
 
Jon Stanhope MLA: Labor Minister 
for the Territory and Municipal 
Services, Minister for the Arts and 

Representing their electorates, 
developing policy and effect them, 
promoting party position. 

Mary Porter has a long history of 
volunteering and currently volunteers 
for Greening Australia ACT, and more 
recently Friends of Pinnacle – so has 
a particular interest in landcare.   

Meredith Hunter has been involved in 
planting days with Macgregor 
Landcare Group 

Media coverage has been offered and 
given by local MLAs, as well as 
political support for ULG objectives.   

All MLAs can be contacted in writing via:  

ACT Legislative Assembly, GPO Box 1020, Canberra ACT 
2601 

ACT Labor Party 
21 Torrens Street, Braddon ACT 2612 
GPO Box 3065, CANBERRA ACT 2601 
 
Porter@parliament.act.gov.au 
http://www.maryporter.net/ 
 
corbell@act.gov.au  
www.simoncorbell.com.au 
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/ 

 
stanhope@act.gov.au 
 www.chiefminister.act.gov.au  
 
ACT Greens 
Ground Floor, Unit 4, Jacobs House, 8–10 Hobart Place, 
Canberra City ACT  
office@act.greens.org.au 
hunter@parliament.act.gov.au 
rattenbury@parliament.act.gov.au 

mailto:info@2xxfm.org.au
mailto:Porter@parliament.act.gov.au
http://www.maryporter.net/
mailto:corbell@act.gov.au
http://www.simoncorbell.com.au/
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/
mailto:stanhope@act.gov.au
mailto:stanhope@act.gov.au
mailto:stanhope@act.gov.au
mailto:office@act.greens.org.au
mailto:hunter@parliament.act.gov.au
mailto:rattenbury@parliament.act.gov.au
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Stakeholder Stake/Mandate Potential Role in this Project  
 

Contact Details 

Heritage 
 
Vicki Dunne MLA, Liberal shadow 
minister for Nature Conservation & 
Water, member for Ginninderra 
 
Zed Seselja Shadow Minister for 
Environment & Climate Change 
 
Alistair Coe, Shadow Minister 
for Heritage, member for 
Ginninderra 
 

lecouteur@parliament.act.gov.au 
 
Canberra Liberals 
PO Box 66, DEAKIN WEST ACT 2600 
 
Unit 1, 4 Geelong Street 
FYSHWICK ACT 2609 
Email:  info@canberraliberals.org.au 

 
vicki.dunne@parliament.act.gov.au 
 seselja@parliament.act.gov.au 
coe@parliament.act.gov.au 
http://www.alistaircoe.com.au 

Belconnen Community Council The role of Belconnen Community 
Council is to focus local community 
effort into a cohesive, strong and 
active forum that is truly 
representative of the people of 
Belconnen. 

The objectives of BCC are: 

 to foster a community identity; 

 to provide a local forum; 

 to provide a strong local voice; 

 to address all matters of local 
concern; 

 to ensure that legislators and 
officials are fully informed of 
community needs and 
expectations; 

 to establish communications 
locally and regionally; 

 to initiate, support and undertake 
any appropriate action 
advantageous for the community; 

 to ensure that party politics does 
not impede or override 
community wishes; 

 to preserve all facilities and 
services expected by the 
community; and 

BCC holds meetings 3
rd

 Tuesday 
every month at 7:30 at Belconnen 
library. 

It has hosted meetings on catchment 
issues (recently, the Friends of the 
Pinnacle weeds plan and cross-
border issues around Ginninderra 
Falls).  The meetings can allow 
people to present the issues, invite 
the protagonists and lead to a 
possible path forward.   

Local MLAs sometimes attend, which 
can lead to political action on issues 
and can clarify political and 
standpoints. 

PO Box 1131 
Belconnen ACT 2617 
www.belcouncil.org.au 
 

mailto:lecouteur@parliament.act.gov.au
mailto:info@canberraliberals.org.au
mailto:vicki.dunne@parliament.act.gov.au
mailto:seselja@parliament.act.gov.au
mailto:coe@parliament.act.gov.au
http://www.alistaircoe.com.au/
http://www.belcouncil.org.au/
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Stakeholder Stake/Mandate Potential Role in this Project  
 

Contact Details 

 to maintain and improve the 
quality of life in Belconnen. 

 

Conservation Council ACT Region  The peak environmental organisation 
in the ACT for environment and 
community environment groups.  
Mission is to achieve the highest 
quality environment for Canberra and 
the surrounding region. 

Involved in advocacy for broader ACT 
environmental issues.  May be able to 
assist the group for catchment based 
issues. 

Address: 17 Childers St, ACTON  
Post: GPO Box 544, Canberra ACT 2601  
Phone: 02 6229 3200 
http://www.consact.org.au/ 
 
http://ourenvironment.org.au/ 
 
 

United Ngunnawal Elders Council 
(UNEC)  

 

UNEC provides advice to the ACT 
Government in relation to heritage 
and connection to land matters for the 
Ngunnawal.  

 

This council would have an interest in 
the preservation of the axe grinding 
grooves site at Umbagong. 

UNEC secretariat (02) 6207 1667 or e-mail 
oatsia@act.gov.au 
 
Chairperson 
United Ngunnawal Elders Council 
C/- Office of Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Affairs 
Theo Notaras Multicultural Centre 
GPO Box 158 
Canberra ACT 2600 
or 
Street Address: 
Level 2, Theo Notaras Multicultural Centre 
180 London Circuit 
Canberra City ACT 2601. 

Office of the Commissioner for 
Sustainability and the Environment 

To assist the community and 
government to undertake actions in 
advancing sustainability and 
environmental security through 
advocacy, independent scrutiny, 
reporting and advice.  

Under section 13 of the 
Commissioner for the Environment 
Act (1993): “a person may make a 
complaint to the Commissioner about 
the management of the environment 
of the ACT by the Territory or a 
Territory authority.”   

Significant issues affecting the 
responsible management of the 
Ginninderra Creek corridor can be 
taken to the Commissioner. 

ACT Commissioner for Sustainability and the Environment,  
Dr Maxine Cooper 
PO Box 356 
Dickson ACT 2602 
Ph: 6207 2626 
envcomm@act.gov.au 
http://www.envcomm.act.gov.au/home 
 

  

http://www.consact.org.au/
http://ourenvironment.org.au/
mailto:oatsia@act.gov.au
mailto:envcomm@act.gov.au
http://www.envcomm.act.gov.au/home
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LOGFRAME: Umbagong Landcare Group Targets and Indicators  
 

VISION: Umbagong District Park is a place which provides a refuge and a wildlife corridor for threatened and endangered grassland and woodland 
communities.  A riverine nature park where the water is of a quality high enough to support platypus, water rats, dragonfly and native fish and yabbies.  Where 
suburban people can access nature in their suburbs on a daily basis doing their chosen suburban activities (jogging, bike riding, walking the dog, playground with 
kids, going for a stroll), while learning to appreciate native vegetation and the animals it supports. 
 

Targets 

 

Indicators 

 

Methods or Source of 

verification 
Risks / Assumptions 

GOAL  
By 2015, increased area of quality 
grassland, grassy woodland and 
riparian wildlife habitat at Umbagong,  
particularly in priority areas (blue devil 
grassland, rocky outcrop)   
 

 
 

1. Greater area free of priority weeds 
(# ha)  

2. Lower density of priority weeds 
both in priority areas  and 
throughout the park in general  

3. Increased water quality when 
compared with periods of 
equivalent flow / rainfall  

4. Greater connectivity of grassy 
woodland habitat along the length 
of the park (metres L x W) 

5. Greater number of dense pockets 
of pricklies throughout the park in 
non-remnant areas.  

6. The variety and abundance of 
indicator species is maintained or 
increased, (select native grassy 
woodland species).   

 
Note indicator 6 is also subject to 
fluctuations in natural conditions, such 
as drought, and off-site conditions, (eg 
for migratory species), which will need 
to be factored in. 

 Data source:  
Scientific surveys; transects, 
species inventory; maps; 
waterwatch results 
 

 Data collection method: 
On ground and past reports and 
papers for historical baseline 
 
Geographical scope: 
Umbagong District Park (50 ha), 
primary scope and surrounding 
Ginninderra Catchment, 
secondary. 
   

 Frequency 
Once a year 
 

 Responsibility 
To be assigned by ULG members 

 
 

Sufficient volunteers to carry out work   

 

 

Objective 1.1 

Improved park management by ULG 

By 2012, ULG has developed, agreed 
to and implemented its own on-the-
ground management priorities and 

 
1. ULG Strategy approved by ULG 

members as a basis on which to 
plan activities  

2. Revegetation plan is drawn up 
including elements suggested in 
Butler’s report  

 
ULG Strategy 
 
Revegetation Plan 
 
Working Bee Calendars 
 

 
Sufficient volunteers to carry out work  
 
Volunteers have adequate wildlife ident 
skills for monitoring  
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Targets 

 

Indicators 

 

Methods or Source of 

verification 
Risks / Assumptions 

reporting mechanisms are in place.  

 

 

3. Annual working bee calendars 
produced for distribution  

4. # working bees to remove priority 
weeds (as identified in this 
strategy) in priority areas  

5. # native habitat species planted & 
% survived  (resulting in riverine 
and grassy woodland communities; 
not creating dense forest) 

6. Annual monitoring is implemented 
7. Annual report  on ULG delivered to 

GCG Catchment Coordinator in 
December (covering annual group 
activities, monitoring of strategy 
indicators and adaptive 
management) 

 

Activity Sign-on, sign-off sheets 
 
Planting records 
 
Monitoring Reports 
 
Annual Report 
 
Waterwatch/Frogwatch reports 
 

Activities (Obj 1.1) 

Working bee activities, such as planting, weeding, waterwatch, frogwatch, 

Ongoing research into best management practices for Umbagong (use of fire, mowing, weed management, stormwater) 

Production of management documents including revegetation plan and templates to guide work 

ULG members improve ID skills and maintain records of species observed 

 
Objective 1.2 

Improved community awareness of 
the public’s role in conserving park 
values  

By 2015, community awareness of the 
wildlife on their doorstep has increased 
and there is greater cooperation to 
maintain its values 
 

 

 
1. Fewer weed species in gardens  
2. Less trash in park (distinguish 

between trash dumped on site and 
trash transported by the creek from 
elsewhere) 

3. Greater participation in L/C group 
activities (# people) 

4. Number of people who have 
accessed (or been provided with) 
information about species found in 
the park through talks, guided 
walks, internet or other means  

 

 
On foot survey of gardens 
bordering park 
 
Sign on / off sheets 
 
Clean up Australia Day quantities 
of rubbish collected (divide by 
number of people participating) 
 
Rubbish collected monthly from 
Waterwatch site (rubbish 
categorised & recorded) 
 
Website hits / attendance at talks, 

 
Adequate members to carry out work  
 
Adequate skills (eg, website)  
 
Some activities would require funding  
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Targets 

 

Indicators 

 

Methods or Source of 

verification 
Risks / Assumptions 

walks (keep records) 
 
Numbers of brochures taken 
 
Relevant media reports & their 
content 
 

Activities (Obj 1.2) 

So the community values the park & its wildlife, offer knowledge, interest people in the park  
 

 Reviving Tour de Creek  

 Publish updated brochures (and  funding applications to enable this) 

 Conduct Umbagong guided walks 

 Publish species lists and encourage people to identify them in the park.   This may nurture interest and may result in assistance with wildlife sightings. 

 Document threats: photographs to improve awareness   

 Website – develop our own or use a section of the GCG website – on which ULG can publish identification photos, calendar of events like working bees, and 
increase awareness of issues such as trash, dog poo, cat curfew, weeds that spread from gardens, stormwater pollution  
 

Actively involve local people  
 

 Innovative ways to involve sections of the community (eg a schools wildlife photographic competition also involving a local club, eg Rotary or Southern Cross 
providing prizes and exhibition space for best photos: themes could be wildlife, human impacts).  This may encourage people to research wildlife surveys on 
our website so they know what to photograph. 

 Approach local indigenous groups: a potential project near the axe grinding grooves. 

 Trash control: Cleanup Australia Day participation and members doing cleanups when out walking: the community won’t value a wildlife area that looks like a 
tip, no matter how many species it harbours 

 Develop a partnership with ANPS to reduce weeds in neighbouring suburban gardens – stage an annual weed swap in a prominent place – eg a stall at the 
park entrance (carpark off Florey Dr) 

 Activities such as planting days, frogwatch, bug detective, local schools involvement  (may be a little ambitious in the short term but NBLG hosted college 
students to do landcare activities for their Duke of Edinburgh awards ) 
 

ULG participation in issues of community concern resulting in a park that meets the community’s needs as well as being a haven for wildlife  
 

 Ensure access is not an issue: safe road crossings etc – community can’t be involved if they have trouble accessing the park: possible survey of park users 
& advocate for safe road crossing(s) 

 Playground renewal 

 Stormwater project community consultation 
 

Objective 1.3 

Improved Government Management  

 
1. ULG has an up-to-date stakeholder 

analysis & contacts doc   

 
Stakeholder analysis doc 
 

 
Contractors doing work on the ground are 
not government employees and change 
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Targets 

 

Indicators 

 

Methods or Source of 

verification 
Risks / Assumptions 

 
By 2012, Umbagong Landcare Group 
links into mechanisms ensuring it has 
timely communications about 
government management of 
Umbagong Park and relevant local 
planning issues and it can effectively 
advocate for the best management 
options – resulting in better 
management of Umbagong by 
Government. 

2. ULG is provided with govt work 
schedules and receives timely 
advice from relevant govt agencies 
on management plans for 
Umbagong (# times)   

3. ULG presence at PCL annual work 
program meetings 

4. # Productive interactions with 
government agencies (resulting in 
desired management actions) 

Work schedules  
 
Email, letter, phone notifications 
(records of) 
 
 

frequently: no continuity and less 
accountability  
 
 
 

Activities (Obj 1.3) 

 Conduct a full analysis of all ACT Govt agencies / departments that have a stake in Umbagong to assist with ULG advocacy   

 ULG members research and ensure they are informed on relevant BMPs 

 Undertake advocacy where required to improve management based on research and observations 

 Lobby for adequate funding of agencies responsible for NRM in the A.C.T. 

 Advocate for timely advice on management plans for Umbagong (either direct or via GCG) so ULG can have an input if necessary and dovetail its own 
activities 

 Attend community consultations and meetings discussing government work plans 

 Report bad management practices and incidents 

 Continue to attend monthly GCG meetings: a good way to keep informed about relevant govt agencies: personnel, management plans, assistance available 
(GCG meeting minutes forwarded to ULG members) 

 
 

Objective 1.4  

Adequate resourcing of Umbagong 
Landcare Group 

By 2012, Umbagong Landcare Group 
has enough motivated members to 
carry out its objectives, sufficient funds, 
knowledge and a range of relevant 
skills  

 

1. Recruitment Plan has succeeded in 
attracting new membership (#) 

2. New members retained (%) 
3. Safe work procedures for 

volunteers are practised  
4. Quarterly ULG meetings held  
5. Required skills represented in ULG 

volunteer pool 
6. % Successful applications for 

funding or resources (to GCG or for 
external grants) 

7. ULG has a “library” of relevant 
documents available for borrowing 
by members 

Membership records 

Sign on/off sheets 

Meeting minutes 

Tasks, skills & training inventory 

Equipment inventory  

Library list 

 

Individuals in the community have 
sufficient interest and free time to commit. 

Activities (Obj 1.4) 

 Develop and implement a recruitment plan 
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Targets 

 

Indicators 

 

Methods or Source of 

verification 
Risks / Assumptions 

 Take advantage of events likely to attract concerned people (Clean up Australia Day & SGAP plant swap) to recruit new members 

 Develop a logo and letterhead to present  a professional ULG image (beneficial when interacting with media, advocacy to government agencies, to attract 
prospective members, applying for grants) 

 Quarterly ULG meetings to energise & motivate, plan, assess, share knowledge and ideas, assign tasks to willing volunteers 

 Safe work procedures policy 

 Undertake a full stakeholder analysis of community groups, businesses, educational institutions and government agencies with an interest in Umbagong to 
identify sources of funding, media contacts, training and other assistance 

 Assess skills that would be useful for group members to have and encourage members to participate in training opportunities  

 Umbagong Library: maintain a list of site-specific reports and government publications that impact on the management of Umbagong (management 
strategies, surveys, etc ) available for members to borrow.  Also a recommended reference list that members could borrow from the public library.   

 Review grants available and other potential funding sources 

 Publication of ULG strategy to better communicate ULG objectives with potential donors and catchment partners 

 Apply for grants if the need arises, but not before ULG has increased its capacity (primarily membership) 

 Ensure the group has adequate equipment to carry out work and if not, acquire it. 

Objective 1.5: 

ULG has a catchment-wide 
approach 

By 2015, ULG has a proven 
catchment-wide approach towards the 
management of Umbagong; ULG 
planning and activities support, and 
receive the support, of other groups  

 
1. Updated GCG Strategy is 

consistent with ULG Strategy 
2. Assistance provided by other 

groups or provided to them (# 
times) 

3. ULG attendance at GCG meetings 
(% attended) 

4. ULG involvement in advocacy of 
broader catchment issues (not just 
on site) 

 

ULG & GCG Strategies 

GCG minutes 

Records of interaction (emails, 
letters, phone calls) 

 
GCG Strategy updated  
 

Activities (Obj 1.5) 

 Advocate for GCG Strategy to be revised due to changing government priorities  

 Umbagong representative continues to attend GCG meetings to keep us aware of emerging issues, what is happening more widely in the catchment and to 
make sure our own activities are consistent 

 Encourage interaction between our Landcare Group and others in the catchment, sharing resources and knowledge and working towards a common goal for 
the catchment (offer / ask for assistance) 

 Press for better landcare group coverage of the catchment so that land from Mulligans Flat to Ginninderra Falls is cared for by a landcare group, resulting in 
better habitat connectivity and water quality  

 ULG involvement in advocacy of catchment-wide issues (either through GCG or directly, as appropriate) 
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Evaluation 
Evaluation of the Strategy and its revision are due in 2016. 

 

Responsibility 
Umbagong LCG members need to assign responsibility for activities above.  A monitoring plan is at appendix 3.  
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APPENDIX 1: Umbagong District Park Map 
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APPENDIX 2: Umbagong Landcare Group (ULG) - past achievements  
 
Park Protection 
 Ginninderra Community Council was the first to campaign for the protection of the park and its Aboriginal heritage in 
the early 1985.  In 1993, some of the members of Ginninderra Community Council formed “Friends of Latham District 
Park” in response to threatened residential development on the northern boundary of the park, along Florey Drive.   It 
was successful in preventing the development and the land was proclaimed a District Park in 1993.  Ginninderra 
Community Council later evolved to become Ginninderra Catchment Group, an umbrella group for all the landcare 
groups in the catchment.   
 
In 1994, both the park and the group changed their name to Umbagong (the Ngunnawal word for axe) in recognition of 
the importance of the area to the Ngunnawal people, as evidenced by the presence of axe grinding grooves.  To reflect 
this heritage, the park was given an impressive sign at its entrance with an artistic impression of the axe grooves and a 
car park off Florey Drive. 
 
Part of the park (a prime grassland site known as the Blue Devil Grassland) was denied the same level of protection as 
the rest of the park when it first became a District Park.  This part was classified instead as ‘public land exclusion overlay 
code x’, meaning it was excised from the rest of the park and could potentially be built on.  ULG has campaigned for this 
to be given the same level of protection as the rest of the park.  Efforts were successful when in 2009, the area was re-
classified urban open space. 
 
Another significant success for the protection of the park was when the Group prevented the park from being divided 
down the middle by a proposed extension of Dalley Crescent (at the time of writing, this proposed road still appears on 
Google Maps). 
 
Government Lobbying  
As well as ensuring the park received adequate protection, the group has participated in other community consultation 
to protect the interests of the park and its users, including: 
 

 The government proposes a stormwater harvesting project on Kippax Creek near the Blue Devil Grassland – ULG 
is lobbying for the best environmental outcome in terms of clean water,  sufficient flows, an adequate 
maintenance budget, minimal impact on adjacent prime grassland (current) 

 Whole of catchment approach to integrate the management of Ginninderra Falls into the rest of the catchment: 
formation of a working group involving key players (current)   

 Safe pedestrian access  to the park from the suburb of Macgregor to the main park entrance, especially for 
parents with young children and the elderly (current) 

 Playground upgrades: input into consultation process (current) 

 Advise relevant authorities of maintenance/management issues (ongoing) 
 
 
Public Awareness and Brochures 
The group produced a brochure “Let’s Discover Umbagong District Park” with assistance from the Federal Government 
Save the Bush Program.  The brochure contains a map of the park and some self-guided walks explaining points of 
interest (eg, history, wildlife present, stormwater, measures preventing bank erosion, Landcare plantings).  The brochure 
also explains threats to the park that people can help to prevent.   
 
The group assisted with the production of the “Tour de Creek” brochure, a self-guided bicycle tour of Ginninderra Creek 
from Lake Ginninderra to the Blue Devil Grassland to the most north-westerly point of Umbagong.   It aims to increase 
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awareness on issues relating to wildlife and stormwater.   The brochure is coupled with on-the-ground Tour de Creek 
stop points corresponding to those on the brochure’s map.  
 
Media 
The record of past publicity for the group is incomplete.  However, articles include: 
“In the Playground of her Ancestors” – Canberra Times Nov 28 1994, an article about the Aboriginal heritage at 
Umbagong and the park’s re-naming ceremony involving the Aboriginal community. 
“Light plan for blind spot” – The Chronicle Feb 24 2009, publicising the need for safe pedestrian access from Macgregor 
to the Umbagong Park entrance. 
 
Wildlife Surveys 
The group has assisted a number of wildlife surveys of the park, including: 
 
“Latham District Park, ACT Flora & Fauna Survey and Recommendations for Management and ecological enhancement” 
prepared for the ACT Public Works Landscaping Section by A. Rowell (consultant) 1992 and a follow-up survey in 1993. 
 
“Umbagong District Park Blue Devil Grassland: an inventory of plant and animal species and suggested management 
activities”, an unpublished report by Isobel Crawford, 2000, commissioned by Umbagong Landcare Group. 
 
“The Revegetation of Ginninderra Creek between Barton Highway and Macgregor, ACT” a wildlife survey and 
management report by Geoff Butler and Associates, 2000 
 
Umbagong Landcare Group members regularly participate in Frogwatch, an annual frog census.   
 
A year-long bird survey of Umbagong is currently being lead by Lucy Wenger using COG survey techniques.  A 
presentation of initial results was given to the November 2009 AGM of Ginninderra Catchment Group and final results 
are expected in 2010.   
 
Fieldwork 
Landcare group members have removed woody weeds such as hawthorn and privet.  This is an ongoing task.  The group 
has also planted and maintained locally native plants to provide alternative bird habitat.   
 
Invasive willows have been removed by the ACT government in its willow removal program and the landcare group is 
assisting in follow-up work. 
 
As the area was originally a wooded grassland, considerable effort has been put into restoring remnant grassland, 
notably the Blue Devil Grassland.  The weeding of this grassland has seen it increase considerably in quality and extent, 
largely thanks to the efforts of ULG member Robert Cruikshank.   
 
Group members also organise Clean up Australia and conduct monthly water quality tests of the creek (WaterWatch).  
 
Networks and Community Involvement 
ULG is a founding member of Ginninderra Catchment Group and continues to be an active member. 
 
ULG has always encouraged the involvement of the wider community.  Past activities have involved both scout groups 
and schools, in particular Latham Primary School.  The landcare group has assisted the school to establish a native 
garden, its form symbolising the Ginninderra Creek bed.  The school has also made rooms available to host ULG 
meetings.  
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APPENDIX 3: Umbagong Monitoring Plan  
 

What? 

(indicator) 

How? 

(Methods) 

When? Who 

responsible? 

Who 

Analyse? 

Where? Monitoring 

Cost  

Baseline Data Desired 

Result 

GOAL (1): By 2015, increased area of quality grassland, grassy woodland and riparian wildlife habitat at Umbagong, particularly in priority areas (blue devil 

grassland, rocky outcrop).   
Greater area free of 
priority weeds (# ha)  

Surveys, mapping 
 

Annually 
(Nov) 

ULG 
 

 ULG Umbagong 

 

Volunteer Map (to be 
developed) 

Greater area 
free of weeds 

Lower density of 
priority weeds both in 
priority areas  and 
throughout the park in 
general  

 

Transects  Annually 
(Nov) 

ULG ULG Umbagong Volunteer Transect lines (to 
be established) 

Weed densities 
lower 

Increased water quality 
when compared with 
periods of equivalent 
flow / rainfall. 

Waterwatch 
surveys 

3
rd

 Sunday 
of each 
month 

C.Wenger Waterwatch 
coordinator 

Umbagong 
(coordinator 
responsible for 
testing & 
analysis 
throughout 
Ginninderra 
Catchment) 

Volunteer Many years of 
Waterwatch data 

Improved 
water quality 

Greater connectivity of 
grassy woodland 
habitat along the 
length of the park 
(metres L x W) 

Surveys, mapping Annually 
(Nov) 

ULG ULG Umbagong Volunteer Map (to be 
developed) 

Increase in 
connectivity 

Greater number of 
dense pockets of 
pricklies throughout 
the park in non-
remnant areas.  

WWF map, WWF 

data, GIS datasets 

Annually 

(Nov) 

ULG ULG Umbagong Volunteer Map (to be 
developed) 

Increase in 
prickly bird 
habitat 

The variety and 
abundance of indicator 
species  

Bird survey 
(species & 
abundance, COG 
methodology) 
 

Continuous 
 
 
 
 

L & C Wenger 
 
 
 
 

L&C 
Wenger 
 
 
 

Umbagong 
 
 
 
 

Volunteer 
labour 

Past wildlife 
survey reports 
1992, 1993, 2000 
+ bird species 
surveyed entire 

The variety and 
abundance of 
indicator species 
is maintained or 
increased. 
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What? 

(indicator) 

How? 

(Methods) 

When? Who 

responsible? 

Who 

Analyse? 

Where? Monitoring 

Cost  

Baseline Data Desired 

Result 

Frogwatch survey Annually, 
October 

Frogwatch 
volunteers 

Frogwatch 
coordinator 

ACT-wide 
(sometimes 
Umbagong 
sites) 

year 2009-10 by 
L&C Wenger; past 
frogwatch surveys 

OBJECTIVE (1.1)  Improved park management by ULG 
By 2012, ULG has developed, agreed to and implemented its own on-the-ground management priorities and reporting mechanisms are in place.  

 
ULG Strategy 
approved by ULG 
members as a basis 
on which to plan 
activities  

 

Paperwork review 
 
 

Annually 

(Nov) 

CW CW Relating to 
Umbagong 

Volunteer n/a Strategy 
approved by 
ULG members  

Revegetation plan is 
drawn up including 
elements suggested in 
Butler’s report  
 

Paperwork review 
 

Annually 

(Nov) 

CW CW Relating to 
Umbagong  

Volunteer n/a Reveg plan 
drawn up & 
maintained 

Annual working bee 
calendars based on 
strategy produced for 
distribution  
 

Paperwork review 
 

Annually 

(Nov) 

CW CW Relating to 
Umbagong  

Volunteer n/a Working bee 
calendars 
distributed 
annually 

# working bees to 
remove priority weeds 
(as identified in this 
strategy) in priority 
areas  

Review of sign on / 
sign off sheets 

Annually 

(Nov) 

CW CW Umbagong Volunteer n/a Regular 
working bees 

# native habitat 
species planted & % 
survived  (resulting in 
riverine and grassy 
woodland 
communities; not 
creating dense forest) 
 

Survey Annually 

(Nov) 

CW CW Umbagong Volunteer Vegetation plan 
(once drawn up) 

Increase in 
native species 
appropriate to 
the habitat 
types 

Annual monitoring is 
implemented 
 

Paperwork review 
 

Annually 

(Nov) 

CW CW Relating to 
Umbagong 

Volunteer n/a Annual 
monitoring 
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What? 

(indicator) 

How? 

(Methods) 

When? Who 

responsible? 

Who 

Analyse? 

Where? Monitoring 

Cost  

Baseline Data Desired 

Result 

Annual report  on ULG 
delivered to GCG 
Catchment 
Coordinator in 
December (covering 
annual group activities, 
monitoring of strategy 
indicators and adaptive 
management) 
 

Paperwork review 
 

Annually 

(Nov) 

CW CW Relating to 
Umbagong 

Volunteer n/a Annual 
reporting 

OBJECTIVE (1.2)  Improved community awareness of the public’s role in conserving park values  
By 2015, community awareness of the wildlife on their doorstep has increased and there is greater cooperation to maintain its values 
 

Fewer weed species in 
gardens 

On foot survey of 
gardens bordering 
park 

Annual CW CW Relating to 
Umbagong 

Volunteer n/a Fewer weeds 
grown in 
gardens 

Less trash in park  
 

Review of clean up 
Australia Day 
results 

Annual RS & CW RS & CW Umbagong Volunteer No records kept of 
previous years 

Less trash 

Greater participation in 
L/C group activities (# 
people) 
 

Review of sign on / 
sign off sheets 

Annual CW CW Umbagong Volunteer n/a Greater 
participation 

Number of people who 
have accessed (or 
been provided with) 
information about 
species found in the 
park through talks, 
guided walks, internet 
or other means  
 

Review of 
brochures handed 
out, media reports, 
information 
requested  

Annual CW CW Umbagong Volunteer n/a Relevant 
information 
supplied to 
greater 
numbers of 
people 

OBJECTIVE (1.3)  Improved Government Management  
By 2012, Umbagong Landcare Group links into mechanisms ensuring it has timely communications about government management of Umbagong Park and relevant 
local planning issues and it can effectively advocate for the best management options – resulting in better management of Umbagong by Government. 

ULG has an up-to-date 
stakeholder analysis & 
contacts doc   

Paperwork review 
 

Annual CW CW Relating to Volunteer n/a Contact lists 
annually 



 
 

56 
 

What? 

(indicator) 

How? 

(Methods) 

When? Who 

responsible? 

Who 

Analyse? 

Where? Monitoring 

Cost  

Baseline Data Desired 

Result 

 Umbagong updated 

ULG is provided with 
govt work schedules 
and receives timely 
advice from relevant 
govt agencies on 
management plans for 
Umbagong (# times)   
 

Paperwork review 
 

Annual CW CW Relating to 
Umbagong 

Volunteer n/a Advice 
provided 

ULG presence at PCL 
annual work program 
meetings 
 

Paperwork review: 
records of 
meetings 
 

Annual CW CW Relating to 
Umbagong 

Volunteer n/a Invitation to 
meetings given 
and ULG 
presence 

# Productive 
interactions with 
government agencies 
(resulting in desired 
management actions) 

Paperwork review: 
records of 
interactions & 
followup 
 

Annual CW CW Relating to 
Umbagong 

Volunteer n/a Interactions 
productive to 
both govt 
agencies & 
ULG 

OBJECTIVE (1.4)  Adequate resourcing of Umbagong Landcare Group 

By 2012, Umbagong Landcare Group has enough motivated members to carry out its objectives, sufficient funds, knowledge and a range of relevant skills  

 

Recruitment Plan has 
succeeded in attracting 
new membership (#) 
 

Review of sign on / 
sign off sheets; # 
people on ULG 
members list 

Annual CW CW Relating to 
Umbagong 

Volunteer n/a More ULG 
members 

New members 
retained (%) 
 

Review % new 
members 
remaining 
members after 1 
year 

Annual CW CW Relating to 
Umbagong 

Volunteer n/a Members 
remain 
members 

Safe work procedures 
for volunteers are 
practised  
 

Review sign on / 
sign off sheets; 
records of advice 
given to 
volunteers, equipt 

Annual CW CW Relating to 
Umbagong 

Volunteer n/a Work 
procedures are 
safe 
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What? 

(indicator) 

How? 

(Methods) 

When? Who 

responsible? 

Who 

Analyse? 

Where? Monitoring 

Cost  

Baseline Data Desired 

Result 

taken (also on 
working bee 
register) 

Quarterly ULG 
meetings held  
 

Review of 
meetings held 

Annual CW CW Relating to 
Umbagong 

Volunteer n/a Quarterly 
meetings 

Required skills 
represented in ULG 
volunteer pool 
 

Review of skills 
requirements and 
training provided 

Annual CW CW Relating to 
Umbagong 

Volunteer n/a ULG members 
adequately 
skilled 

% Successful 
applications for funding 
or resources (to GCG 
or for external grants) 
 

Review whether 
applications for 
required resources 
have been 
successful 

Annual CW CW Relating to 
Umbagong 

Volunteer n/a Successful 
applications for 
resources or 
funding 

ULG has a “library” of 
relevant documents 
available for borrowing 
by members 

Paperwork review Annual CW CW ACT documents 
relevant to 
Umbagong 

Volunteer n/a Have library 

OBJECTIVE (1.5)  ULG has a catchment-wide approach 

By 2015, ULG has a proven catchment-wide approach towards the management of Umbagong; ULG planning and activities support, and receive the support, of other 
groups 

Updated GCG 
Strategy is consistent 
with ULG Strategy 
 

Paperwork review Annual GCG CW Relating to 
Ginninderra 
Catchment 

Volunteer n/a GCG strategy 
updated and 
consistent 

Assistance provided by 
other groups or 
provided to them (# 
times) 
 

Records of 
assistance 
requested and 
provided 

Annual CW CW Relating to 
Ginninderra 
Catchment 

Volunteer n/a Assistance 
provided on 
request 

ULG attendance at 
GCG meetings (% 
attended) 
 

Paperwork review Annual CW CW Relating to 
Ginninderra 
Catchment 

Volunteer n/a ULG attends 
GCG meetings 

ULG involvement in 
advocacy of broader 
catchment issues (not 
just on site) 

Paperwork review Annual CW CW Relating to 
Ginninderra 
Catchment 

Volunteer n/a ULG 
involvement in 
broader 
catchment 
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What? 

(indicator) 

How? 

(Methods) 

When? Who 

responsible? 

Who 

Analyse? 

Where? Monitoring 

Cost  

Baseline Data Desired 

Result 

issues 
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